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Welcome to the first
issue of the Ozark
Visitor for the

year 2003. For more than 90
years, the Visitor has been
bringing news of The School
of the Ozarks/College of the
Ozarks to interested read-
ers. It is a privilege to write
each quarter for a publica-
tion that’s been around
almost a century.

I hope your Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas holidays were as blessed as mine
were. The opportunity to visit with friends and family is
always special, and for us as Christians, this is an espe-
cially meaningful time of the year. 

While I enjoy giving and receiving gifts, eating too
much and watching football until my eyes won’t focus, I
enjoy even more thinking about what these two holidays
mean to me. 

There is no more special day on earth than Christ-
mas, when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and our
salvation through Him. And Thanksgiving—a day set
aside for Americans to give thanks for the many bless-
ings we enjoy in this great country—should also be an
important day for all of us. Its significance goes far
beyond turkey and dressing, and when we look at the
way many of the world’s other citizens have to live, we
should be especially mindful of this.

This issue of the Visitor is filled with stories you
should enjoy. The autumn season is a busy one at any
college, and many of the features here focus on things
that went on at C of O during Fall, 2002. Former Prime
Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu spoke here in
October, and you’ll be able to read a story about his visit
and outstanding address to a packed house at Keeter
Gymnasium.

Also included are stories on a number of honors and
awards our students have received, our participation in
the annual Operation Christmas Child shoebox drive
and an essay on the role our campus played in Branson’s
Veterans’ Day celebrations.

In addition, let’s not forget Homecoming 2002. It was
a soggy one, the wettest I’ve seen in my 15 years of
attending C of O homecomings. There was no parade,
and the booths moved indoors. We still had a great
crowd, honored some outstanding people, had a terrific
Homecoming Queen coronation and all enjoyed the spir-
it of fellowship that transcends weather conditions. All
in all, it was a wonderful weekend.

Best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year,
and may you enjoy the richness of God’s blessings every
day of your life.
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the birth of our Lord and our salva-
tion through Him.
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HELPING OTHERS
Giving Hearts and Helping Hands Help Provide a
Merry Christmas for Children Around the World

By Liarra Bartlett

Friends, family, food and gifts—
these are a few Christmas tradi-
tions that many Americans have

come to expect. However, in many
countries victimized by war, illness,
natural disaster and poverty, a Christ-
mas with a full table or presents
under a tree is not even an option. It
may not even be uncommon to find
places where Christmas is not even
recognized or celebrated at all.

Samaritan’s Purse, an organiza-
tion founded by the Reverend
Franklin Graham, sponsors a pro-
gram called “Operation Christmas
Child” to provide presents for chil-
dren around the world. Samaritan’s
Purse has collected shoeboxes from
countries such as the United States,
Canada, the United Kingdom, Aus-
tralia and The Netherlands since
1970. Shoeboxes are filled with items
ranging from school supplies and
hygiene items to toys and clothes and
are distributed to over 100 sites.

College of the Ozarks once again
served this year as relay station for
the Branson area. Excitement about
Operation Christmas Child started
with speaker Mary Damron, who vis-
ited the College earlier this year to
speak of the program and of how she
has seen lives changed by receiving
one of the gifts. Damron encouraged
those attending her convocation to
keep in mind that there would be a
special child who would receive the
shoebox, and that a special box was
given to each child. One example was
given of a blind child who had a box
found especially for him full of audio
equipment and toys.

Everyone who planned to donate
a shoebox was asked to pray for both
the child who would receive the box
as well as over the box itself, and to
include something the child could

hug, a picture of the giver the child
could relate to and something bright-
colored—things many of the recipi-
ents have never experienced. 

Three students, Annie Ellis, Jere-
my Hetzel and Bobby Davis had the
opportunity to not only hear Damron

speak, but also to have a special din-
ner with her. “We were very inspired
by Mary Damron,” Annie Ellis
explained, “and it stirred our hearts
to do more for this project than what
we were already doing.”

Ellis, Hetzel and Davis decided to
approach different organizations
around the campus with the idea of
an Operation Christmas Child kick-
off party. This would be a student-ini-
tiated and student-lead night, when
everyone would be welcome to join
with others as they worked on their
shoeboxes. The kick-off had tables
where students could stuff the boxes
and wrap them, supplied a Polaroid
so the boxes could include a picture
of the student and also provided a
time of worship. Around 90 people
came to this first-time event, clearly
marking it a success.

The following weeks were filled
with students and community mem-
bers preparing the shoeboxes, and
then the big day came when the trail-
er arrived for the drop-off period to
begin. As students stayed with the
trailer from seven in the morning

People brought shoeboxes on foot,
but also by the car and truckload.
Here, students Stephanie Vance and
Hannah Sparks unload a truckful of
boxes.

Photo courtesy of the Branson Daily
Independent by Chandra Huston

C of O and caring people from the Branson/Tri-Lakes area helped fill this
tractor trailer with more than 4,000 shoeboxes.

Additional photos by Sam Waterman

continued on page 16
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DEVELOPMENT NOTES
Five Reasons to Create an Endowment

The endowment program
at College of the Ozarks
continues its growth

because more and more of our
friends recognize the benefits of
creating their own endowment
funds. Some prefer to launch
their endowments now so they
can see the results, and others
make arrangements to establish
endowments later on with estate
or trust assets. Some prefer to
start an endowment now and

add more to it later through a
bequest. Why do people choose to make endowment
gifts to College of the Ozarks? There are a number of rea-
sons, of course. Here are five you may wish to consider:

1. DURABILITY
The idea of creating a perpetual stream of financial

support makes sense to people who see a similarity
between retirement funds and endowment provisions.
They like the concept of a fund that is guarded and
invested separately from other assets so the principal of
the fund will stay intact. Only the income or a portion
thereof will be used to support College of the Ozarks.

2. A POSITIVE LEGACY
When donors attach their names to an endowment

fund, they create an enduring legacy that will outlive
them and influence succeeding generations. Grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren and other family members
and friends will be reminded of the person’s values and
commitments. Endowment funds can also be used to

honor the lives of others who have made a significant
impact on the donor and/or the College.

3. PERPETUATE ANNUAL GIFTS
Many benefactors see an endowment fund as a

means to underwrite their own regular giving to College
of the Ozarks. For example, an endowment fund of
$25,000 could create an annual “gift” of $1,000 to College
of the Ozarks. It’s a great way to keep giving generation
after generation.

4. A STRONGER COLLEGE OF THE OZARKS
Each year, we must raise a certain number of dollars

to meet operational costs to sustain facilities, program
and personnel. Raising money for the “here and now” is
always a priority. Annual payouts from endowment
funds relieve some of this pressure and permit the board
and the administration to plan more confidently for the
future. Organizations with a strong endowment are sim-
ply more stable financially.

5. PERSONAL SATISFACTION
There is something wonderfully fulfilling about

doing something good that lasts, something that truly
makes a difference. Other kinds of giving are important,
but having your own endowment fund that will benefit
youth who are eager and willing to help themselves is
truly satisfying.

If you would like to learn more about the endow-
ment program at College of the Ozarks, please complete
and return the request form at left. I will mail you our
brochure on endowments. Or you can call us at (417)
334-6411 ext. 2209 or make your request through our
website at www.cofo.edu/development.

Rodney Arnold

ATTENTION ONLINE SHOPPERS
Enjoy shopping and contributing to C of O at the

same time!
While you are shopping online, you may also be

able to contribute to College of the Ozarks through two
shopping websites that offer to donate certain percent-
ages of purchases to charitable organizations designat-
ed by individual shoppers.

These websites will make donations back to C of O,
depending on the number of purchases made at their
sites. 

So next time you shop online, check out the follow-
ing sites: www.greatergood.com and www.iGive.com,
and help Hard Work U. with the click of your mouse.
Thanks for your support.

Request Form
■■   Please send me more literature on creating an

endowment at College of the Ozarks.
■■   Please contact me by telephone. The best time to

reach me is _________.

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City/St/Zip __________________________________

Telephone ____________________________________

Send to: Rodney Arnold, Dean of Development
College of the Ozarks®

P.O. Box 17
Point Lookout, MO 65726
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CAMPUS NEWS
New Elmer Braswell Physical Plant Facility

Building Dedicated at This Year’s Homecoming

By Matthew Fulkerson

Cof O student Erin Neal, a
graduate of Hillcrest High
School in Springfield, has

won the 2002 Robert F. Kennedy Stu-
dent Journalism Award. In collabora-
tion with four other students from

Hillcrest, she received the award for
their in-depth segment on poverty in
the Ozarks. 

For more than four months, Neal
and her co-workers researched and
interviewed those living in poverty
in the Ozarks, along with organiza-
tions who work to fix this problem.

Neal and her fellow students
actually produced the award-win-
ning program while they were high
school students, but they were only
notified they were winners recently.
The Association for Educational
Communications and Technology
(AECT) announced two national
awards to Erin Neal and her partners
for their segment on “Poverty in the
Ozarks: Cycle of Despair.” They have
received the “Excellence in Media
Production” award in the “Live
Action” category for grades 9-12. 

Neal and the four other students
from “HTV Magazine” will receive
national coverage for their work.
Producer Catherine Crisera from
NBC in New York is producing a spe-
cial on Robert F. Kennedy and the
journalism award. After conducting
interviews with Neal and her former
classmates, Crisera said, “I am
extremely impressed with the quality
of the work they are doing here, the
creativity of the students, and their
enthusiasm for their projects.” 

The project’s purpose was to
bring to the public’s attention the
effect of poverty on school children.
“Teachers should realize that pover-
ty does affect students’ grades. Kids
may find it hard to concentrate on
studies at school when they don’t
know where the next meal is coming
from at home.” 

By Jimmy Arrendondo

College of the Ozarks recently dedicated
the new Elmer Braswell Physical Plant
Facility during Homecoming weekend.

Braswell worked as Director of Construction at
the College from 1969 until 1995. 

The morning ceremony was filled with
humorous stories about working at The School
of the Ozarks during “the good old days.” Both
Braswell and his close friend and longtime asso-
ciate, Vice President Howell Keeter, entertained
the crowd with many tales that made the crowd
laugh and brought back many memories for
more senior audience members. 

Presently, the new Elmer Braswell Physical
Plant Facility houses the College’s construction
staff and shops. The complex takes over for the old ath-
letic annex that had served as the maintenance facility
since the early ‘70’s until it burned on January 25, 2001.

The construction complex spans 100 x 250 feet. It
houses departments for heating and air conditioning,

electrical, plumbing, carpentry and the cam-
pus locksmith. The complex also accommo-
dates a large storage facility, an employee
cafeteria and several administrative offices for
the maintenance supervisor and director of
construction.

Vice President Keeter said that he and
Braswell had worked together for nearly 25
years. Living within close proximity of each
other, the two were able to watch each other
grow as individuals. “If we had a problem, we
stayed up into the middle of the night and
worked those problems out,” he said. 

Dr. Jerry Davis, President of the College,
honored Braswell during the ceremony, also
acknowledging the Robert W. Plaster Founda-
tion for assistance with the project. 

Following the dedication, there was a reception and
visitors toured the new facility. The Braswell family tra-
dition continues at C of O—Elmer’s son, Jody Braswell, is
now Director of Construction.

C of O Student Erin Neal Receives the National
RFK Journalism Award for Work on Ozarks Poverty 

Elmer Braswell
entertains the crowd
at the dedication of
the new building
that bears his name.

Erin Neal (second from right) is
shown here with her fellow RFK
Award winners (L to R), Eric Hernan-
do, Kirk Hadden, Rachel Osborn and
Ashley Reynolds. continued on page 15
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TODAY’S TOP STORY
Benjamin Netanyahu Speaks at C of O

By Hannah Sparks

Thunderous applause echoed in
the College of the Ozarks’
gymnasium as Benjamin

Netanyahu, former Prime Minister of
Israel, approached the podium to
speak on October 3. After declaring
that “warm” was not the word to
describe his reception, or the temper-
ature in the hot crowded gym, he
removed his tie and began a speech
on terrorism.

“[Netanyahu] has been a leader
in the fight against terrorism,” Presi-
dent of the College, Jerry C. Davis
said in his introduction of
Netanyahu. Because of Netanyahu’s
stand against terrorism, security at
the event was heightened, with state
and local police, the FBI, and Israeli
Secret Service all at hand. 

At the age of 18, in 1967, Mr.
Netanyahu joined the Israeli Defense
Forces. In 1979, he organized an
international anti-terrorism confer-
ence, enlisting the support of world
leaders such as former President
George Bush and former Secretary of
State George Shultz. Mr. Netanyahu
became the Deputy Chief of Mission
in the Israeli Embassy in Washington
in 1982, and two years later became
Israel’s Ambassador to the United
Nations, serving four years in that
position. 

After being elected Likud Party
Chairman and Prime Minister candi-
date in 1993, he was elected the
Prime Minister of Israel in 1996, the
youngest man ever to hold that
office. A few weeks after speaking at
C of O, Mr. Netanyahu accepted the
position of Foreign Minister in the
government of current Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon.

Mr. Netanyahu said leadership is
based on character. He noted that
“learning is tremendously impor-

tant,” but character is more impor-
tant, and “this place [C of O] builds
character,” he said. He also said that
the “old fashioned” ideals being
taught at C of O are coming back into
fashion. Those old fashioned ideas
are building character, and to have
strong leadership, one must have a
strong character. “The essence of
character is to be willing to fight,
even to lose or to die for a set of
ideals,” Netanyahu said. 

One major topic discussed by
former Prime Minister Netanyahu
was pre-emptive action. He
explained that decisions about pre-
emptive action are the ones most dif-
ficult to make because it is a decision
“whose utility you cannot prove.”
Pre-emptive action is difficult
because one cannot say what would
have happened had the action not
been taken. Citing the Holocaust of
World War II as an example, he noted

that “blood and treasure” of nations
would have been required to stop
Hitler at the beginning of the war,
but looking back we see how many
lives it would have saved. 

Applying the issue to today, he
said that though it is very hard to
develop sophisticated nuclear
weapons, it’s easy to develop crude
weapons, and Iraq and Iran are
working feverishly to develop such
weapons. Netanyahu alluded to the
fact we need to take pre-emptive
action against these countries to stop
the development of these weapons of
destruction. To great applause he
affirmed, “Bush is right when he says
action must be taken now….If the
United Nations wants to join, fine; if
not, fine too.” Netanyahu explained,
“Terrorism cannot exist without ter-
rorist states,” and to bring down the
regimes will achieve the fall of ter-
rorism. The Taliban is gone, and Sad-
dam and Arafat will go too. 

Threats of today’s militants are
different from those previously expe-
rienced by America. As an example,
Netanyahu used the Communist
government in the Cold War. He

Mr. Netanhayu, necktie safely
tucked into his pocket, kept the
crowd in his spell throughout his
address.

Photos by Larry Plumlee and Kevin White
C of O alumnus, General Gary H.
Hughey, was also honored during
the convocation.
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NETANYAHU VISIT
Leadership is Based on Character, He Says

pointed out the absence of “communist suicide
bombers,” citing that they always choose survival over
idealism. 

New threats come from militants who, because of
their amoral nature, can override normal human behav-
ior. For example, Netanyhu said, these type people can
kill a baby instead of protect it, in the name of commit-
ment to an idea. These totalitarian regimes do not
observe any moral code and have infused their own
beliefs into their disciples. 

The only way to counter this totalitarianism is to
change the root cause. The regimes are not democra-
tized, and this is what needs to be changed. 

According to Netanyahu, democracy can prevent
the re-emergence of new leaders and new terrorist
states. We do not need to replace one dictator with
another, but rather to “democratize,” he said.
Netanyahu believes the leadership in Washington, D.C.
understands the need to spread democracy and will act
on it, whether or not Europe supports it. Israel, he said,
supports such a policy. 

Netanyahu not only spoke of our government’s
boldness to take action but also of the courage of all
American civilians. “The essence of terrorism is to instill
fear, to terrify,” he said. “And the antithesis of fear,
courage, will overcome terrorism.” 

He said there were three kinds of courage at work
here: The courage of statesmen to say it like it is, the
courage of soldiers to go out on the front lines to defeat
it, and civic courage displayed by citizens in a democra-
cy. Terrorists do not understand power of free people,
and are “dead wrong” when viewing America’s democ-
racy as a sign of weakness.

“Courage and dedication will defeat terrorism,” said
Netanyahu. He thanked America for leading the forces
to “nothing short of victory.” The rest of his closing was
drowned out in waves of enthusiastic applause accom-
panied by a standing ovation.

Former Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (R)
and College President Jerry C. Davis (L) stand at a pre-
convocation dinner where a number of area emergency
workers and first responders were honored.

Laurie McDonald Bouchard (L), whose family has had a
long association with C of O, was honored for the work
of the J. M McDonald Foundation during the evening.
Here, she accepts an orchid from Brenda Keeter, wife of
College Vice President Howell Keeter.

Student Kimberly Bess shakes hands with Mr.
Netanyahu after presenting him with a drawing of the
former prime minister and his two brothers. Kimberly
works in the Ralph Foster Museum and created the
drawing from a photograph made by the Netanyahu
brothers’ mother.



8 THE OZARK VISITOR

HOMECOMING 2002
Cof O’s Homecoming theme, “Mission: Past, Pre-

sent, Possible,” got put to a literal test this year. A
rainstorm moved the booths indoors and can-

celled the parade, but all things were possible nonethe-
less. There was a great crowd; lots of warm, friendly
faces; an exciting ballgame; good food and plenty of time
for visiting and catching up on the news. The photo-
graphs on these two pages provide a little glimpse of
what this year’s celebrations were like.

Members of the Homecoming Court surround the
newly-crowned Queen Christian Woelk (center). Front
row (L to R): Stephanie Wheeler, Christian Woelk and
Jamie Maples, who was voted Miss Congeniality. Back
row (L to R): Susan Telle, Amanda Welborn and Kristin
Haygood. 

The Campus Ministries office shows its apprecia-
tion to the Alumni Association for its support of
the Chapel renovation.

College of the Ozarks Flying Falcons Club
shows its support for the Homecoming
theme with a banner. The Flying Falcons
also had a float ready for the cancelled
parade, but it got to make an appearance
in a Branson Veterans’ Day parade instead
(see related story on page 12).

Bobcat Steve Gray (white uni-
form) helps lead his team to an
exciting overtime victory against
Central Bible College.

Dr. Michael Howell, Professor
of History, proved what a good
sport he is during a pie-throw-
ing contest in the gym.
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Artist Charles Summey autographs reprints of his original
painting of the Williams Memorial Chapel. Summey’s
paintings are being sold to benefit the Chapel Restoration
fund.

Right: 1994 C of O graduate Dr.
Jason Lashley received the Out-
standing Young Alumnus Award
presented by President Jerry C.
Davis. Jason lives and works in
Los Alamos, New Mexico.

President Jerry C. Davis presents
Dr. Kenton Olson (L), former
Dean of the College, with the
Distinguished Service Award at
the annual Alumni breakfast.

The Bobcat Cheer Team displays
tricky new formations during halftime
at the Homecoming game.

Alumnus Brian Storm is all smiles
along with President Jerry C. Davis
after receiving the C of O Distin-
guished Achievement Award. Brian is
vice-president of the Bill Gates digital
media company, CORBIS. He lives in
New York City.

Left: Dr. Stephen Haskew, recipi-
ent of the C of O Distinguished
Achievement and Community Ser-
vice Award, is shown here with his
wife Ann. The Haskews live in
Colorado.

Homecoming Queen Christian Woelk
is congratulated by her mother after
the competition.
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GOT MILK?
Calves, Cows and Everything in Between
Keep Life Interesting at the C of O Dairy

By Melinda Elliott

Got milk? College of the Ozarks does, thanks to
the campus dairy. Since the school’s founding
almost 100 years ago, students have been

responsible for milking cows just like today’s C of O stu-
dents are. 

Starting off the day in a smelly barn feeding calves
or in the milking parlor, milking at five in the morning
does not appeal to many, but the students who work at
the dairy do not seem to mind. Most of the dairy’s stu-
dent workers come from farm homes or have worked at
one before. 

Andrea Little, a senior at C of O, was raised on a
farm and has milked cows all her life. Freshman Ted Far-
well from New York has had to adjust to the milking
process in Missouri because at home, he was used to
milking a much larger number of cows. “It’s slow milk-
ing cows here,” Farwell said in the middle of his daily
routine. 

Milking cows is more complicated than it may seem.
There must be two students present to begin the process,
one who preps and one who pulls. The prep looks for
infection and then puts pre-dip on the cow, which is an
acid that kills all the germs approximately 45 seconds
from contact. 

The pull then attaches the machine to the cow and
when it is done milking, the student then pulls the
machine off and puts a sealant on the cow called the
post-dip that keeps any infections from getting into the
cow. The students repeat this until all 60 of the College’s
cows have been milked. 

The dairy sends one-half to three-fourths of the milk
produced to surrounding areas. It is sent to Springfield,
to Fayetteville and everywhere in between. The rest of
the milk goes on campus to be used in the cafeteria,
Friendship House, daycare, and to make ice cream,
which is only available in the Friendship House. 

Currently, there are 28 students working at the C of
O dairy, including 17 freshmen. Work supervisor Bryan
Oetting said, “This is the first time the dairy has ever had
this many new freshmen in one semester.”

The dairy also gives tours to visitors who can step
across the street to see the Antique Tractor Museum,
which has a variety of old, unique tractors that the cam-
pus transportation shop has restored. When tourists
aren’t around, the students stay busy performing tasks
such as milking, milk sales, feeding and processing. 

Milk processing occurs about three to four times a
month when school is in session. The daylong procedure
begins with the students labeling each half-gallon and
one-gallon jug for the filling process. All equipment is
cleaned and sanitized prior to processing. The milk is
standardized as to skim, low fat, or whole prior to pas-
teurization at 180.0 F for 21 seconds and then homoge-
nized at 2000 psi to disperse the butterfat. It is then
cooled to 34.0 F before filling in plastic jugs or five-gal-
lon dispenser bags. The dairy’s pasteurization capacity
is 300 gallons per hour. An average day’s run is 1000 to
1200 gallons of processed milk. About 750 to 800 gallons
per week is currently being utilized on campus.

After all the milk has been processed, bottled and
placed in the cooler, it is cleanup time. Cleanup requires
about six hours and involves disassembly, washing and

A set of Holstein twins clean each other’s faces after
dinner. Photos by Melinda Elliott

Veteran student Sarah Moore teaches new worker Bryan
Robertson how things are done at the C of O dairy. continued on page 15



WINTER 2003 11

ACADEMIC HONORS
Computer Science Competitive Programming Class
Scores High at Regional Meet Sponsored by IBM

By Sam Waterman

College of the Ozarks’ Competitive Programming
Class recently took home high honors in the Mid
Central Regional Association of Computing

Machinery (ACM) Programming Contest, sponsored by
IBM and held at Southwest Baptist University. 

The group claimed second place among the teams
competing at SBU and made the top 20 out of more than
100 institutions in a five-state region, beating out many
large universities and teams with graduate student
members.

The Association of Computing Machinery is the
international professional organization in the field of
computer science. There were 108 teams from more than
60 institutions from Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, Illi-
nois and Kentucky competing at various sites through-
out the region. College of the Ozarks sponsored two
teams in the contest. 

At the contest, three-person teams were given seven
critical thinking problems to be worked out in five hours
or less. The contest was scored based on speed and accu-
racy. 

This year, the C of O “A” team successfully ans-
wered four of the seven problems in the allotted time for
its second-place finish among the teams competing at
SBU. This same group took seventh place in 2001, when
they only solved two of the seven problems. 

College of the Ozarks senior Dan Gidman said, “It all
comes down to effective communication and how well
we can work together. The contest really teaches us team-
work. We have different roles on the team and success
only happens when all three of us execute our roles.” 

Overall, College of the Ozarks’ “A” team, comprised
of students Matt Libertini, Nathan Sanders and Dan Gid-
man, took 19th place out of 108 teams in the five-state
region, beating many large and prestigious universities.
At Southwest Baptist, the team beat out Southwest Mis-

souri State University, Southwest Baptist University,
University of Missouri Rolla “B” team, Pittsburg State
University and Labette Community College, losing only
to the University of Missouri Rolla “A” team. 

The C of O “B” team included students Justin Oros,
Jeremy McNeal and Josh Rose, who received honorable
mention at the SBU site. The regional winner was the
University of Illinois “B” team who will go on to com-
pete in the world ACM finals in Beverly Hills, CA, later
this year.

When asked about the competition, Coach Andrew
Staugaard, Associate Professor of Computer Science
said, “These guys surprised me. They were competing
against many large university teams with graduate-level
students on the teams. The contests are always very com-
petitive, but our guys always hold their own. We may
not be the biggest program at the contests, but we are
very well respected.”

The contest, sponsored by IBM, is also a great net-
working tool for the participating students. “IBM knows
that only the best students in the computer science pro-
grams are at this competition. Everyone of our guys will
be receiving an e-mail soon from IBM to let them know
of any job opportunities,” said Staugaard.

Dr. Scott Sigman (L), professor of computer science at
SBU, presents a certificate to (L to R) Matt Libertini,
Dan Gidman and Nathan Sanders after the competition.

The group claimed second place
among the teams competing at SBU
and made the top 20 out of more than
100 institutions in a five-state region,
beating out many large universities
and teams with graduate student
members.

“It all comes down to effective com-
munication and how well we can
work together. “
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By Jimmy Arredondo 

With patriotism as a compo-
nent of its five-fold mission,
College of the Ozarks finds

many ways to celebrate Veterans’ Day.
This past November, students, faculty
and staffers from the College family
participated in activities on and off
campus to commemorate the day and
to honor those who have served and
continue to serve our country.

Events began on Friday, November
8, when C of O hosted a luncheon to
honor two Congressional Medal of
Honor recipients from the Vietnam era.
More than 60 people from all areas of
the College attended the luncheon.

Then on Monday, November 11,
things got off to an early start. Bobcat
Company, C of O’s Army ROTC unit,
played reveille at the campus flagpole
at 7 a.m., followed by a memorial cere-
mony, a 21-gun salute and Taps.

Later in the morning, the City of
Branson hosted its 68th annual Veterans’ Day parade,
which attracts thousands of people from throughout the
nation. A group of C of O veterans, representing the
Army, Air Force, Navy and Marines, participated in the

parade. The veterans marched with members of the Bob-
cat Company, who served as the Color Guard. The Fly-
ing Falcons, a College aviation club, provided a float,
which followed the cadets and veterans.

Special guests of the C of O veterans’ group were
John and Esther Brown of El Dorado Springs, Missouri.
In the 1960s, John had worked at The School of the
Ozarks as dairy herdsman and Esther ran the first unof-

This float from the C of O Flying Falcons Club, which
was supposed to have been in the rained-out C of O
Homecoming parade, was a hit with the thousands who
watched the Veterans’ Day parade in Branson.

Photos by Linda LeNeve

PROUD TO SERVE
Veterans’ Day Activities Involve Many from C of O

A group of C of O veterans—employees, alumni and friends—marched in
the parade. Shown here are (L to R): Richard Carroll, Lynn Behrends, Esther
Brown (back), Michael Howell, Tom Smith, John Brown (back), Dale Carley,
Senator Doyle Childers (back), Jerry Long, Josh Ponder and Gary Ponder.
Also marching but not pictured here were Don MacMahon, Drew Smith,
Mark Lovelady, Roy Johnson, David Ray, Bob Smith and Kurt McDonald.

College of the Ozarks ROTC cadets march alongside
the Bobcat truck in the 68th annual Veterans’ Day
Parade in downtown Branson.

continued on page 16
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INTERNATIONALLY SPEAKING
Professor Don McMahon Selected to Serve

on Oxford Round Table Next Spring in England 
By Sam Waterman

Dr. Don McMahon, Associate Professor of
Psychology at C of O, has been invited
and selected as one of only 35 profession-

als from throughout the world to participate in
the Oxford Round Table to be held at Lincoln Col-
lege in the University of Oxford in England from
March 23 through March 28, 2003.

The Oxford Round Table is a colloquium for
small groups of leaders and professionals to
engage in discussions of contemporary education policy
issues that affect nations and states worldwide. The topic
of the Spring 2003 Round Table concerns the responsibil-
ities of special educators and physicians in addressing

the needs of disabled children. The Round Table
is a unique forum to discuss important questions
over a five-day period in a collegial, “think-tank”
atmosphere. Selected papers presented as part of
the discussion may be published and distributed
around the world.

Dr. McMahon is honored and excited with
the opportunity to network with such a diverse
group of professionals while promoting the inter-
est of C of O within a prestigious academic envi-

ronment. “It will help me gain a global perspective on
issues related to special needs children and will directly
impact my knowledge and experiential base to improve
my teaching here at the College of the Ozarks.”

Don McMahon

By Liarra Bartlett

October 7 marked the opening
of the Rayo Howard Educa-
tion Theatre at College of the

Ozarks’ Ralph Foster Museum.
Through this theatre, visitors to the
museum can now view film and arti-
facts from around the world.

Rayo Butler Howard, the donor
of the film and artifacts, has always
been a woman ahead of her times. In
the late 1930’s, Rayo was the Deputy
County Clerk for Christian County,
Missouri, a position of power most
women of that time would never
have sought after. There she met her
soon-to-be husband and business
partner Andrew Howard, who was
Prosecuting Attorney. Wed in 1940,
the Howards were married for more
than 60 years, until Mr. Howard
passed away in 2001. 

After marriage, the Howards
moved into Rayo’s family banking
business in Billings, Missouri. They
managed the bank together until
World War II. Then, during the war,
Andrew was stationed around the
United States as a Judge Advocate,

while Rayo stayed in Billings and ran
the bank. Breaking new ground for
women in Southwest Missouri, Mrs.
Howard operated every aspect of the
bank, including loan payment
enforcement and financial problems. 

Every day throughout the war,
Mr. and Mrs. Howard would write
letters to each other, discussing life,
business matters and expressing their
love and devotion. Some of these let-
ters are on display in the new theatre.

Once Mr. Howard returned from
the war, life continued as usual. In
1960, the couple decided to go on a
tour around the world. This was the
first of eight trips around the world
and to numerous countries, the last
taking place in 1982. During these
trips, the Howards captured their
experiences on 8mm film and slides,
and collected many dolls and arti-
facts.

To provide for the theatre, a con-
ference room was renovated to hold
several chairs and a large-screen tele-
vision. The slides and film were con-
verted to VHS and DVD and are
narrated by the 92-year-old Mrs.

Howard. Adjacent to the video view-
ing room is a smaller room containing
display cases of dolls and miscella-
neous artifacts. Throughout the entire
renovation process, Mrs. Howard
was actively involved. 

According to Annette Sain, direc-
tor of the museum, “Mrs. Howard is
an amazing woman. We are very
grateful for everything she has done
for this museum. The theatre can also
be used as a conference room, and we
hope this addition will provide a way
to increase community involvement
at our college.”

Annette Sain, director of the Ralph
Foster Museum (L), is pictured here
with Rayo Howard (C) and Rayo’s
cousin Pat Merritt (R).

Photo by Camille Howell

New Rayo Howard Education Theatre Complex
adds a World View to Ralph Foster Museum
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SEPTEMBER MEMORIAL SCROLLS
Marvin H. Anderson from Mrs. Evelyn
H. Anderson
John Bagoye from Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Leps
Mrs. Faye Coble from Mrs. Eva Bea
Wood
Adolph Gastaldo from Mrs. Perina
Couch
Coral Crandall Hodde from Mrs. Kath-
lyn Flaten
Dorothy Koewing from Ms. Virginia
Strunk, Mrs. Evelyn Kasper
Mary Potter Kunkler from Mr. James E.
Kunkler
Manley McCorkle from Mr. and Mrs. H.
C. Roberts
William Rex McKinney from Mrs. Fran
Lundgren
Reverend C. L. Newbert from Mrs. C. L.
Newbert
Marcell Roberts from Mr. and Mrs. H. C.
Roberts
Marie Row from Dr. and Mrs. Charles F.
Row
Raymond Runft from Mrs. A. Runft
Louise Rosado Saunders from Ms.
Rosado Wiseman
Edwin Silverberg from Mr. and Mrs. Ron
Dieterich, Mrs. Nan Wade
Mr. Clifford Stringer from Mrs. Eva Bea
Wood

Othel Summers from Mr. Arthur R.
Cahill
Betty Whaley from Mr. and Mrs. Arnold
G. Focken

OCTOBER MEMORIAL SCROLLS
Robert W. Albrecht from Mrs. Charlotte
Albrecht
Gerry Baker from Mr. and Mrs. Neil S.
Ewing
MILDRED PADGITT BASSETT FROM
MR. AND MRS. JOHN W. PADGITT
Brothers, Sister, Parents from Mrs.
Anna Marie Furkin
Frances Burks from Mr. and Mrs. Joe C.
Griffin
Howard M. Cooper from Mrs. Howard
M. Cooper
I.L. Dodd from Mr. and Mrs. Jim Maddox
MR. AND MRS. V.E. DORROUGH
FROM MR. AND MRS. R. L. DORROUGH
Jesse D. Dunn from Mr. and Mrs. Ray W.
Dunn
Letha R. Dunn from Mr. and Mrs. Ray W.
Dunn 
Ralph E. DuRain from Mr. and Mrs. Rol-
land DuRain
Reverend Virgil P. Endsley from Mrs.
Marie J. Endsley
Ray Freeman from Mr. and Mrs. Joe C.
Griffin
Lena Garrity from Mrs. Marguerite Gar-
rity
Mary Gaseglia from Mrs. Edith Sauer

Jack Gentile from Mr. and Mrs. F. Rus-
sell Zartler
George E. Gwinup from Mrs. Erras
Gwinup
Coral Crandall Hodde from Mrs. Kath-
lyn Flaten
Earl Hoover from Dr. Howell Keeter
CLARA HUNT FROM MR. AND MRS.
JOHN W. PADGITT
HELEN D. JOHANNES FROM MRS.
MARIE H. WINKLER 
PETER C. JOHANNES FROM MRS.
MARIE H. WINKLER
Mrs. Alton Jones from Miss Maria Echa-
niz
MAGGIE FROM MRS. MARIE H. WIN-
KLER
MR. AND MRS. E. A. MAULDIN FROM
MR. AND MRS. JOHN W. PADGITT
NEAL MAULDIN FROM MR. AND MRS.
JOHN W. PADGITT
Gladys Millar from Miss Sally Mahan 
Clem Moore from Mr. and Mrs. Bill Far-
rell, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Maddox, Mr. and
Mrs. Ed Brown
MR. AND MRS. IRA PADGITT FROM
MR. AND MRS. JOHN W. PADGITT
Aaron Patrick Powell from Mrs. R. J.
Powell
Bruce Douglas Powell from Mrs. R. J.
Powell
Leonard Schmitz from Mrs. Dorothy
Tutewohl
Hazel Dee Slocum from Mr. Seth A.
Slocum
MAYER L. WINKLER FROM MRS.
MARIE H. WINKLER 

OCTOBER HONOR SCROLLS
Reverend Lyn Dubois Olson from Mrs.
Margaret R. Mullenhour
Luis Rojas from Miss Maria Echaniz
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy L. Smith from
Mrs. Eleanor B. Smith
Christopher Ward from Mrs. Janice
Ward 

NOVEMBER MEMORIAL SCROLLS
John F. Bressman from Mrs. Eunice R.
Bressman
Frances Burks from Mr. and Mrs. Joe C.
Griffin, Ms. Brenda Baker, Mrs. Joyce
Monroe, Mrs. Lynn Maness
Dr. Jessie Burroway from Miss Janet
Burroway
Carolyn Combs from Mr. and Mrs. Ike M.
Sanders
MAGGIE DUPREE FROM MR. AND
MRS. CONRAD MARTIN
JOSEPH J. HICKEL FROM MR. AND

Memorial Gifts

A GIFT ANNUITY is a means of providing yourself with a guaranteed
income for life at the same time you provide financial support for College of
the Ozarks. Many friends of C of O over the years have created Gift Annu-
ities which eventually result in a gift to the College as a Memorial to them-
selves or friends and relatives that they may designate.
In brief, you give C of O a specific sum of cash, securities or other property.
In consideration of this gift C of O guarantees to pay you a fixed annual
income for life. This income is based on the amount of your gift and your age
(ages) at the time the gift was made. If you are considering a survivor bene-
ficiary or a two-life gift annuity the income is based on the information for
both lives. At the time of your death the principal of your gift is used in sup-
port of our program here at Point Lookout.
The Gift Annuity offers many advantages as a way to make a contribution.
It insures a guaranteed, fixed annual income for life, and in the year you
make your gift a large percent is deductible from your Federal Income Tax
Return as a charitable contribution. If the deduction exceeds the amount
allowed by law in any one year, you may apply the deduction over a period
of as many as five years. In addition, a large portion of your annual income
from the annuity paid to you by C of O will be tax free. It frees you of any
management or investment worries, and you will have the satisfaction of
knowing that you have contributed to the education of young men and
women who otherwise could not aspire to a college degree.
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MRS. CONRAD MARTIN
Coral Crandall Hodde from Mrs. Kath-
lyn Hodde Flaten
Marietta Kemper Holland from Mrs.
Kathleen Rutten 
RICKY JACKSON FROM MR. AND
MRS. CONRAD MARTIN
Vinson Horace Jellenc from Dorothy
and Louise Miley
Leon Lawrence from Mrs. Theodore B.
Kelly
Edward W. Lupberger from Mrs. Mary
M. Lupberger
Clem Moore from Mr. and Mrs. Terry
Williamson, Juanita Ledbetter, Jane Allen,

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Bradford
W. HENRY NELSON FROM MR. AND
MRS. GEORGE R. SHANNON
PEARL NELSON FROM MR. AND MRS.
GEORGE R. SHANNON
Roy E. Nokes from Mr. and Mrs. Edward
H. Tutun
JOHNNIE MAE SEAL FROM MR. AND
MRS. CONRAD MARTIN
HAZEL SHANNON FROM MR. AND
MRS. GEORGE R. SHANNON 
L. EDGAR SHANNON FROM MR. AND
MRS. GEROGE R. SHANNON
Clark V. & Belle Singleton from Mrs.
Ruth S. Kime 

Clark & Marian Singleton from Mrs.
Mary K. Smith
Fred Smith from Mrs. Mary K. Smith
Milan Sousek from Mrs. Gretchen Sousek
Peggy Sousek from Mrs. Gretchen
Sousek
Donnie Sponslor from Dr. and Mrs. E.R.
Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. Talmadge from
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Poland
Margaret White from Mr. and Mrs. Bill F.
Wright
NAMES IN CAPITAL LETTERS REP-
RESENT GIFTS OF $1,000 OR MORE.

sanitizing of all equipment before it is reassembled again
and ready for the next processing date.

Even though the work is hard, there are many bene-
fits that come with this job. Students work early enough
to get all their work done in the morning and have all
afternoon to themselves. Also it is very easy to get over-
time hours. These hours can be used if one needs a sick
day or if the students need some extra study time around
final exams. 

In Little’s case, she had an internship completely
paid for and then some because of her overtime hours.
Students there also make friends with one another and
enjoy the time they spend together. The students  learn a
great deal working at the dairy. Andrea Little said, “I’ve
learned important management skills, people skills and
work ethics while working here. These skills will be very
important to me in the future.”

The dairy is a very interesting place to visit if you are
curious about the agricultural history of the school. When
driving though the College of the Ozarks, make sure and
stop by the dairy and see the students at their best. 

Although there have been dairy cows at The School
of the Ozarks from its beginning, the dairy herd started
in earnest in the 1930s when Wilk Hyer donated a herd
of Jersey cows to the school. Jerseys were the only breed
of cattle the school had until 1963, when W. Alton Jones
donated a new type of cattle, the Holstein. 

Holsteins are bigger than Jerseys and made it diffi-
cult for the dairy to handle. To handle the size of the
new Holsteins, the College had to build another milking
parlor. In 1968, the dairy sold the remaining Jersey herd
and just raised Holsteins, the same breed the dairy has
today.

The next time you visit C of O, if you drink milk in
the snack bar or eat ice cream at the Friendship House
remember that, thanks to the campus dairy, C of O milk
does a body good. 

GOT MILK? continued from page 10

This is this calf’s favorite time of the day—mealtime. 

In addition to interviewing children and teenagers
who are poverty stricken, Neal and her co-participants
discussed the issue with adults in low-income situations.
“One woman was very positive about life even though
she lived in a tiny house where the walls and ceilings
were falling apart and covered in trash. She was thank-
ful to God for what she did have.” While reflecting, Neal
noted, “It’s always emotional to speak to people in this
position.” 

Erin Neal is now attending College of the Ozarks,
where she finds herself busy and loves the College. She

heard about the College from her parents who met while
students at C of O. Erin is involved with many different
student clubs on campus, including Chi Alpha, BSU and
LifeGroups. She recently declared Mass Communica-
tions her major, with an emphasis on video production.

Neal’s co-workers on the project were Eric Hernan-
do, who attends Messiah College, in Pennsylvania; Kirk
Hadden, currently a student at Southwestern Assemblies
of God University, in Waxahachie, TX; Rachel Osborn, a
freshman at Evangel University; and Ashley Reynolds,
who is still a student at Hillcrest High School.

NEAL continued from page 5
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until seven at night, people continu-
ously brought more and more shoe-
boxes. While mostly students from
the Campus Ministry Department
and the Bonner Community Service
Program worked at the trailer, many
times community members and vari-
ous students could be seen taking
time out of their day to help out.
Despite the fact there was a lot of
work involved, the students man-

aged to keep things jovial. Ken-
neth Ollison, a Bonner student
who worked at the trailer joked,
“Hey! I think I dropped my
keys in one of those boxes.”

The Christmas spirit was
truly alive this year, as 4,248
boxes were given to the organi-
zation— almost 1,500 more than
last year. College of the Ozarks
students, faculty and staff were
accompanied by members of
the local community in donat-
ing time, money and shoeboxes.
One local church brought over
1,000 boxes, and a community
woman decided she would
reach more people if her Christ-
mas money was invested in this

program rather than in giving gifts to
friends and family who wouldn’t
need them as badly as these children.
She provided 125 personally-pre-
pared shoeboxes.

“It was our heart’s desire to see
the College grow as a community of
Christ and to serve together with our
community surrounding the cam-
pus,” said Jackie Hartman, relay cen-
ter coordinator and Campus

Ministries Department’s secretary. “It
was a great opportunity to walk out
what you believe.”

Jerri Arnold-Cook, Director of
the Bonner Community Service Pro-
gram at the College, which was also
involved with promotion, comment-
ed that “the most exciting thing
about this Operation Christmas
Child is seeing how much it has
grown over the past five years.

“It is also important to realize,”
Mrs. Arnold-Cook continued, “that
when children get one of these boxes
for Christmas, many times it is the
first time they have heard of Christ-
mas. These boxes are not just gifts,
but also evangelistic tools that give
the opportunity to express the story
behind Christmas.”

Millions of children around the
world will be given the chance to
hear the message of Christmas as
well as to experience the love and
generosity this holiday inspires, due
to Operation Christmas Child. And
for many of the children, it will be the
first time they have truly had a
Merry Christmas.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD continued from page 3

PROUD TO SERVE continued from page 12

Students Billy Eastman and Megan Lilly
help move boxes into the Operation Christ-
mas Child trailer.

ficial school “daycare,” keeping campus children in her
home while their parents attended chapels and convoca-
tions. John is a World War II veteran, serving in the Ital-
ian campaign, and was a POW for one-and-a-half years.

That evening, the College hosted Major Gary
Gilmore, a chaplain for the Missouri Army National
Guard, in a special convocation to end a day set aside for
celebration, remembrance and contemplation. 

ON THE COVER
Former Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin
Netanyahu visited College of the Ozarks in early
October. Here, he receives the traditional “Hard
Work U.®” sweatshirt from C of O President Jerry C.
Davis. A related story can be found on pages 6-7.

Photo by Kevin White


