
An Inspiration to All—Mr. Louis Zamperini

Volume 103 Spring 2012  Number 4

College of the Ozarks…”Hard Work U.®” • www.cofo.edu • Point Lookout, MO 65726



 2 the ozark visitor

The Ozark Visitor (USPS 600540) (ISSN 
0890-2690) is published quarterly by 
the Office of Public Relations and is 
distributed free of charge to friends of 
our college, alumni, faculty, staff, and 
parents of our students.

Editor 
Elizabeth Andrews Hughes 

Public Relations Director

Assistant Editor 
Jerry McDonald, PR Assistant

Student Writers and Photographers 
Jacob McCauley, Ashley Bench,  
Turner Brock, Austin Plummer, 

Morgan Sowell, Chelsea Kliethermes 

Dean of Development 
Tim Huddleston

Director of Alumni Affairs 
Angela Williamson

Layout and Design 
Laura Lane, College Press

Kelly Brown, student assistant

Produced by the J.M. McDonald 
Printing Department 

in memory of Jerrold Watson 
Craig Cogdill, Manager

Incorporated in 1906 
as The School of the 

Ozarks

Founded by an early 
Presbyterian missionary, College of 
the Ozarks is an interdenominational, 
Christian, four-year, work college. 
The College does not discriminate on 
the basis of sex, race, color, age or eth-
nic origin, in its educational programs, 
activities, or employment policies.

College of the ozarks®

hard Work U.®
Point Lookout, Mo 65726 

417-334-6411

Standard postage paid  
Point Lookout, MO 

Postmaster: Send address changes to: 
Ozark Visitor •P.O. Box 17 

Point Lookout, MO 65726-0017

Promises To KeeP
Individuals Who Inspire

inspiring individuals surround us—and, 
if we pay attention, can impact our lives, 
helping us grow more Christ-like. A perfect 

example is Mr. Louis Zamperini, a 1936 Ameri-
can Olympic long distance runner and Prisoner 
of War survivor. Students, faculty, and staff had 
the opportunity to hear his inspiring story in 
April during the Spring Patriotic Forum. 

Mr. Zamperini shared about the tremendous 
victories and obstacles he has faced during 95 
years. As you would expect, anyone who has 
competed in the World Olympics and survived 
47 days drifting at sea in a life raft with no food 
or water, followed by two years of imprisonment 
in a Japanese POW camp, has a story to tell (see 
pages 8-9). 

What made Mr. Zamperini’s story all the 
more inspiring was that he told it with humility, humor, and forgiveness. 
Students were astounded to learn from him that, after the war, he not only 
forgave the Japanese prison guards who tortured him, but also returned to 
Japan to extend his forgiveness and share the Gospel with them.

College of the Ozarks believes Mr. Zamperini is an inspiration and 
one of the world’s greatest examples of bravery and perseverance. During 
the Forum, we presented Mr. Zamperini with a “Great American Award,” 
bestowed to individuals who exemplify faith, hope, and hard work.

During the Forum, students also heard from other inspiring individu-
als, including Dr. Brad Crain, who went from a broken home and the poor 
part of town to attain two Harvard degrees, Missouri’s only living Medal of 
Honor recipient Colonel Donald “Doc” Ballard, and Holocaust survivor Dr. 
Judita Hruza. 

One doesn’t have to look beyond the campus gates for inspiration, 
though. Numerous stories of overcoming adversity exist on the campus of 
Hard Work U. Student Madison Pixley has such a story. She was born with 
only a partial right arm. That has not been an impediment. Those attending 
Bobcat basketball games will witness her supporting her favorite team, and 
during half-time, performing amazing gymnastic back flips across the court. 
(Read her story on page 10.)

Inspirations abound. College of the Ozarks students can look to peers 
Christian Atkinson, Jacob Boswell, Darcy Bright, Caitlyn Farris, Heather 
Isringhausen, or Ashley Pack who are great examples of the College’s “future 
leaders.” You may read about their achievements and future goals on page 5.

College of the Ozarks recognizes the importance of inspiring future 
leaders who will serve as producers and influencers in our nation. For more 
than a century, the institution has “provided a quality, Christian education 
to youth of both sexes, especially those found worthy, but who are without 
sufficient means to procure such training.” School of the Ozarks (the Col-
lege’s new college-preparatory laboratory school) will serve as an extension 
of that mission. It will offer deserving youth a chance for a quality, Chris-
tian secondary education without the burden of tuition cost. Instead, it will 
require them to invest a little sweat equity into their education. Please read 
an update about the School on the next page and enjoy this Ozark Visitor.

Jerry C. Davis, President
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school of The ozarKs:
Curriculum, $0 Tuition Cost, Activities Unveiled

administrators of School of the 
Ozarks, a college preparatory 
lab school of College of the 

Ozarks, presented information about 
the School’s mission and vision, cur-
riculum, sports offerings, opportuni-
ties, $0 tuition cost, and much more 
at a Town Hall meeting on April 16. 
More than 500 individuals represent-
ing interested families and commu-
nity members attended the meeting.

College of the Ozarks has oper-
ated with a “work for education” 
philosophy since its founding in 
1906. School of the Ozarks will close-
ly mirror the College’s mission and 
vision. “It will offer deserving youth 
a chance for a quality, Christian sec-
ondary education without the bur-
den of tuition cost. Instead, it will 
require them to invest a little sweat 
equity into their education,” said 
President Jerry C. Davis.

Dean of Character Education 
Dr. Sue Head (who has overseen 
the planning of the lab school) and 
the School’s Headmaster, Mr. Brad 
Dolloff, provided an overview of the 
School’s mission and vision, its inte-
grated college preparatory curricu-
lum and activities, and information 
pertaining to policies, uniforms, and 
applications. 

The School’s rigorous curricu-
lum, modeled after a classic educa-
tional approach, will require students 
to take Christian worldview, Latin, 
grammar, rhetoric and composition, 
history, literature, mathematics, sci-
ence, physical education, and fine 
arts. 

School of the Ozarks embraces 
the College’s five goals of promot-
ing academic, vocational, Christian, 
cultural, and patriotic growth in stu-
dents. 

“The environment and curricu-
lum will help our students to become 
deeply-rooted Christians, who are 
tough-minded, and prepared for the 
collision points of faith and culture,” 
said Mr. Dolloff. “I believe that many 
parents are yearning for this type of 
education for their children.” 

Each school day will begin with 
the raising of the American flag. 
Daily devotions will be held Monday 
through Thursday, and every Friday 
students will observe “Founders Fri-
day.” During the all-school chapel 
service, selected seniors will don 
military uniforms, conduct a formal 
presentation of the nation’s colors, 
and hear a Biblically-based message. 

Students also will attend a “Found-
ers Friday” class during the last 
period on Fridays and learn about a 
different founder of the country each 
week.

“The School will adhere to the 
head, heart, and hands model for 
which the College is nationally rec-
ognized,” said President Jerry C. 
Davis. “We want to do something 
special for the kids living in our area 
and develop leaders.”

Students will have a daily 

work requirement, better known 
as “chores,” wherein they will be 
responsible for cleaning their own 
classrooms and helping with lunch. 
They will receive a grade for their 
work performance. Additionally, stu-
dents will receive a grade for dem-
onstrated character. Work, character, 
and academic grades will be includ-
ed on their permanent high school 
transcript.

“The Reverend James Forsythe 
[who founded the institution in 1906] 
was one person, one influencer, and 
look at the thousands of lives he has 
touched,” Dr. Head said. “That is our 
goal, our vision—to graduate pro-
ducers and influencers rather than 
simply tax payers and consumers.”

A question and answer session 
followed the meeting, and parents 
and their students had the opportu-
nity to pick up an application form. 
“I know it [S of O] will be hard work, 
but I’m willing to put forth that 
effort,” said Ashley Sides, a local 
ninth grader who was in line for an 
application. “I am most excited about 
the opportunities of how the edu-
cational experiences will tie in God 
and my walk with Him.”

The first day of classes of School 
of the Ozarks will be held August 16, 
2012.

“The School will adhere to the head, heart, and hands 
model, for which the College is nationally recog-
nized.”        —President Jerry C. Davis

annie spears and Coby Dolloff 
model the s of o uniforms.
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The 
Gift Annuity 

Solution

A Gift Annuity 
Pays YOU

A Fixed 
Percentage

Every Month 
for Life

Sample 
Gift Annuity Rates

AGe RAte

70 5.1
75 5.8
80 6.8
85 7.8
90 9.0

Serve yourself while
serving others.

There are few things in life we can do for our-
selves that also benefit others. A charitable gift 
annuity (CGA) is one of them. A CGA is a simple 
contract between you and us, wherein you make 
a charitable gift to the College. In return, we agree 
to pay you a fixed percentage of that amount 
every year for as long as you live.

Today more than ever, Americans want reliability, certainty, 
and accountability. We are all looking for something stable, 
solid, and firm. For many of us, it means a return to classic 
values and enduring ideals. One of these values is the  
charitable gift annuity. It is an authentic and original  
standard on which you can rely.

Log on to www.cofo.edu/giving or 
call us today at 417-690-2209.

“Where can I find security  
and higher payouts?”
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fuTure leaders
The leadership displayed on cam-
pus and in the community is only 
a foreshadowing of these students 
becoming the future leaders of soci-
ety. This ongoing series includes a 
brief biographical sketch of each  
successful student.

Christian atkinson
Major(s): Culinary Arts and Business 
Administration, Graduated May 2012
Workstation: Keeter Center Kitchen
achievements: President’s List, Beulah 
Winfrey Business Award, Sigma Beta 
Delta (National Honor Society in Busi-
ness Administration), and Eta Sigma 
Delta (International Honors Society in 
Hospitality Management)
associate Professor Jerry shackette 
says: “Christian has tackled the very tough road of a 
double major, but his success can be measured by his 
cumulative GPA of 3.99.”
Future Plans: After graduation, Christian will work in a 
restaurant where he can utilize and improve his culinary 
skills. He desires to attend graduate school to earn his 
master’s degree in business.

JaCob bosWeLL
Major(s): Criminal Justice–Corrections 
& Law Enforcement, Graduated May 
2012
Minor: Psychology
Workstation: Warehouse
achievements: Post certification in 
Standardized Field Sobriety Training, 
Effective and Ethical Leadership Train-
ing, and Psi Chi (National Honor Soci-
ety in Psychology)
associate Professor schan Weisman says: “Jacob is a 
determined individual with strong leadership qualities 
who has exemplified the C of O hard work ethic.” 
Future Plans: Upon graduation, Jacob will finish the 
training process to become an Arkansas State Trooper.

DarCy bright
Major: Hotel/Restaurant Management, 
Graduated May 2012
Workstation: Student Senate Office
achievements: 2010 Missouri Trav-
eler and Tourism Council Scholarship, 
2010 Big Cedar Lodge Professional 
Development Award, 2010 College of 
the Ozarks Sylvester Doggett Award, 
College of the Ozarks Student Senate 
President, Who’s Who Among Students 
in American Universities and Colleges, Dean’s List, Eta 
Sigma Delta (International Honors Society in Hospitality 
Management)
associate Professor Jerry shackette says: “While Darcy 
has certainly found success in the classroom, she also 
has excelled in all of her other activities on campus. The 
secrets to her success are her self-directedness and self-
reliance.”
Future Plans: Darcy plans on serving people through 
hospitality in either a foodservice or hotel setting. She 
would like to attend graduate school for dietetics and 
acquire her certification as a registered dietitian. 

CaitLyn Farris
Major: Biology—Human, Graduated May 2012
Workstation: Biology Department
achievements: Dean’s List, National 
Enzyme Work Award, Awarded Grant 
for Biology Senior Research Project 
from the Missouri Native Plant Society, 
Biology Club President, C of O Student 
Supreme Court Justice
Professor Jeff rettig says: “Caitlyn 
has matured into a very confident (yet, 
humble) young lady who is a leader 
among students. I have seen hundreds 
of students come through our department. Caitlyn is one 
of the best.”
Future Plans: Caitlyn plans to attend dental school and 
earn a Doctor of Dental Surgery degree, so that she can 
become a dentist.

heather isringhaUsen
Major: Journalism, Graduated May 
2012
Minor: Speech
Workstation: OUTLOOk Student 
Newspaper

continued on page 12
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“simPly a miracle”
Use of AED Saves Student’s Life

by turner brock

C of O student Gavin Harn-
strom, who serves as the 
campus Point Lookout Fire 

Department Chief, received training 
on the use of the AED (automatic 
external defibrillator) three years in 
a row, but never thought he would 
have to use one on a fellow student. 
He thought wrong.

On Tuesday, February 7, at 10:49 
a.m., C of O student Walter Watts 
checked into his workstation at the 
Psychology Lab of the Pfeiffer Sci-
ence Building. Soon after clocking 
in, he collapsed and went into car-
diac arrest. Nearby, Dr. Sheryl Haile, 
Associate Professor of Psychology, 
heard the loud crash of Walter col-
lapsing. When she noticed that he 
was not breathing, she immediately 
called 911. Within three minutes of 
Dr. Haile making the call, four stu-
dent firefighters—Gavin Harnstrom, 
Dakota Williams, Jessica Messer, and 
Dalton Trussell—arrived at the scene. 

The student firefighters conduct-
ed a rapid three-minute resuscita-
tion and then administered an AED. 
Soon after, the ambulance arrived 
and Walter was taken to the nearby 
hospital less than 15 minutes after 

the firefighters received the initial 
911 call. After spending a week of 
recovery in two different hospitals, 
Walter is now recovering at home 
with his family in California, Mis-
souri. He should be able to return 
to school next fall semester. Without 
the immediate response of the C of O 
Fire Department, Walter may never 
have been able to return to class. 

“We train for the worst and hope 

for the best,” said Harnstrom. “We 
never know when a disaster will 
strike, so we have to be ready at all 
times.”

To become a member of the fire 
station a student must train one 
semester in the fire station, while 
still maintaining his/her current 
work assignment. After the student 
has completed training, current fire-
men vote whether or not to add the 
student to the department. All fire-
men receive CPR training, and some 
of the team elect to become certified 
EMTs. The fire fighters are retrained 
on CPR, AED, and many other certi-
fications each year. 

 Walter says he appreciates what 
his fellow students were able to do 
for him that day, but quickly points 
out that God orchestrated it all.

“If it hadn’t been for Dr. Haile 
being in her office just an extra min-
ute or two… if it hadn’t been for the 
fire department being a block away… 
I just think everything was orches-
trated so divinely that there is abso-
lutely no way to justify a reason as to 
what happened that saved my life,” 
Walter said. “It was simply a mira-
cle.” 

Point Lookout Firemen who responded to the call (from left):  
gavin harnstrom, Dakota Williams, Dalton trussell, and Jessica Messer

C of o student Walter Watts (far right) and his parents and brother sent this 
message to the College.
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sTudenT’s dream
Becomes Reality

senior Cailin Casey says that 
she has always wanted be an 
author of fiction books. These 

days, all she wants to write about are 
real heroes. Last spring, Casey and 16 
other College of the Ozarks students 
accompanied six WWII Veterans to 
battle sites in Europe as part of the 
College’s Patriotic Education Travel 
Program, which is designed so that 
students learn about history and sac-
rifice from the men and women who 
lived it. During the trip she became 
inspired, so much, that upon her 
return, she wrote a short book about 
stories the Veterans shared with her. 

The book, Twice as Brave, is a 
collection of the true stories of six 
WWII Veterans, Andy Anderson 
(5th Engineers Special Brigade), Bill 
Kamsler (102nd Infantry Division), 
Ned Knapp (75th Infantry Division), 
John Primerano (101st Airborne), Lou 
Rabesa (Army Air Force), and Bryan 
Sperry (75th Infantry Division).

The following is an excerpt from 

Twice as Brave (Casey, page 1): “Below 
John Primerano’s dangling boots was 
450 feet of nothing but air. All the 
guys had told him, ‘You don’t want 
to get hung up in the trees.’ The dis-
tance between his feet and those tall 
poplars was becoming steadily short-
er. Before the jump, he couldn’t pass 
up the treat of a whole tin of peaches 
and sat with his buddies beneath the 
wing of the plane and ate every bite. 
Those peaches were more appetizing 
going down than coming back up all 
over his jumpsuit. Still, it seemed, 
he was headed right for those trees. 
In moments, he was sure his chute 
would be caught in them and he 
would be stuck like a feather in a 
barbed wire fence.”

Individuals interested in obtain-
ing a copy of the book may purchase 
one for $9.99 at The Keeter Center 
Gift Shop at College of the Ozarks 
(417) 690-2110. Casey is donating all 
of the proceeds to the College’s Patri-
otic Education Travel Program. 

Twice as Brave may be small (less 
than 50 pages), but is the beginning 
of something much bigger for Casey. 
One of the Veterans, John Primerano, 
whom she accompanied on the trip, 
asked Casey if she would write his 
biography. She accepted his offer 
and will begin writing his memoir 
this summer, after she graduates 
from College of the Ozarks. “I always 
thought I would write fiction,” Casey 
said, “but sometimes truth is more 
fascinating than fiction.” 

“Still it seemed he was headed right for those trees. 
In moments, he was sure his chute would be caught 
in them and he would be stuck like a feather in a 
barbed wire fence.”book cover of Twice as Brave by 

Cailin Casey

veteran John Primerano and student Cailin Casey traveled to europe with 
other students and veterans this past summer.
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louis zamPerini:  overcoming adversiTy
by elizabeth hughes, austin Plummer, Chelsea kliethermes

Mr. Louis Zamperini, Ameri-
can Olympian and World 
War II Prisoner of War sur-

vivor, has had 95 years to practice 
his humor, which he perfectly dem-
onstrated for College of the Ozarks 
students during the Spring Patriotic 
Forum on April 12. Listening to Zam-
perini, one would never guess he 
went through more than two years of 
torture in a Japanese POW camp or 
that he drifted at sea on a life raft for 
47 days starving to death. His words 
are not bitter but that of a man whose 
heart and life are filled with love, 
mercy, and forgiveness, with wit that 
further seasons his sweetness. 

He told students that giving up 
when faced with adversity is not an 
option, at least not for him. “Giving 
up to me,” Mr. Zamperini said, “is 
cowardly. So I would never give up 
on anything. Isn’t one minute of pain 
worth a lifetime of glory? The secret 
is to never give up if you’re going in 
the right direction.”

College of the Ozarks recognizes 
Mr. Zamperini as a great American 
and bestowed on him the “Great 
American Award,” which is pre-
sented to individuals who exempli-
fy hope, faith, and hard work. “Mr. 
Louis Zamperini is one of the world’s 
greatest living examples of bravery 
and perseverance,” College of the 
Ozarks President Jerry C. Davis said.

Best-selling books Devil at My 
Heels (an autobiography) and most 
recently Unbroken (by Laura Hil-
lenbrand, best-selling author of 
Seabiscuit) recounts the tremendous 
victories and obstacles Mr. Zamperi-
ni has seen during his life.

Raised in Torrance, California, 
in an Italian family, Zamperini char-
acterized himself as a “rocky kid” 
who often got entangled in mischief 
and found himself running from the 
local police. That is how he learned 
to run he said. As a young adult, his 
brother encouraged him to channel 
that energy and ability into a formal 
running career. Zamperini embraced 

the idea, awing his spectators who 
called him the “Torrance Tornado.” 
In 1935, at age 19, he qualified for the 
1936 Olympics in Berlin.

After competing in the 1936 
Olympics and earning 8th in the 5000 
meter race, Mr. Zamperini returned 
to his hometown of Torrance, and 
in 1941, enlisted in the United States 
Army Air Forces. During a search 
mission, “The Green Hornet” plane 
experienced mechanical failures and 
crashed in the Pacific; eight of 11 
crewmembers died. Mr. Zamperini, 
along with pilot Russel Allen “Phil” 
Phillips and tail-gunner Francis 
McNamara, with little food and no 
water, subsisted on captured rainwa-
ter and small fish eaten raw. After 
nearly being swallowed by a storm, 
fending off constant shark attacks, 
and strafing by a Japanese bomber 
that punctured their life raft, they 
continued to drift at sea. McNamara 
died after 33 days.

On the 47th day, Zamperini and 
Phillips finally reached the Marshall 
Islands and were subsequently cap-
tured by the Japanese Navy. Both 

men were held in captivity and 
severely tortured until the end of the 
war. Mr. Zamperini was especially 
tormented by sadistic prison guard 
Mutsuhiro Watanabe (nicknamed 
“The Bird”), who was later included 
in General Douglas MacArthur’s list 
of the 40 most wanted war criminals 
in Japan.

During his imprisonment, he 
was declared killed in action a year 
and a day after his disappearance; 
when he eventually returned home, 
he received a hero’s welcome. In 
1946, Mr. Zamperini married his 
wife, Cynthia Applewhite, to whom 
he remained married until her death 
in 2001. After the war and suffering 
from severe Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, Mr. Zamperini made a 
confession of faith at a Billy Graham 
revival. From that day, he said that 
the effects of the PTSD ceased, and 
he was able to move on.

After accepting Christ, Zam-
perini returned to Japan to visit the 
POW prison guards (now behind 
bars for their war crimes), so that he 
could let them know of his forgive-

Mr. Louis zamperini receiving the “great american award” from President 
Davis
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ness because of Jesus Christ. The former 
POW also received the honor of carrying 
the Olympic torch for the 1998 Olympics 
held in Japan. He ran, with torch in hand, 
past the Naoetsu POW camp, where he 
was once imprisoned and tortured.

Mr. Zamperini has inspired hundreds 
of thousands with his tremendous story 
of survival against unthinkable odds. He 
is also the founder of Victory Boys Camp, 
where he teaches juvenile delinquents the 
skills to succeed in life.

“The story that Mr. Zamperini shared 
was truly heartfelt,” said C of O junior 
Sarah Unruh, who attended the Forum. 
“It was encouraging to listen to a Veteran 
who has faced much adversity in his life 
but never let the thought of giving up con-
sume him.”

During the Forum, students also lis-
tened to stories of overcoming adver-
sity from three plenary speakers: former 
Lees-McRae College President and Distin-
guished Visiting Professor to College of 
the Ozarks Dr. Brad Crain, Missouri’s only 
living Medal of Honor recipient Colonel 
Donald Ballard, and Holocaust survivor 
Dr. Judita Hruza.

The College of the Ozarks Keeter Cen-
ter for Character Education hosts a forum 
each spring that features prominent lead-
ers, discussing important issues. Forum 
themes rotate among the topics of charac-
ter, citizenship, and the work ethic, which 
are core values of College of the Ozarks. 
C of O students, faculty, staff, and stu-
dents from visiting colleges participate in 
the exchange of ideas during lectures and 
small group discussions.
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insPiring Person:
 Madison Pixley

in high school, Madison Pixley excelled in volleyball, 
cheerleading, and track and field. If you had a list of 
her achievements, one would never know that any 

struggle existed. One might label her as a “natural” in 
sports. Madison, however, is unique. She was born with-
out most of her right arm.

Two weeks before Madison’s birth, her parents, 
Aaron and Amy Pixley, saw their baby girl through 
ultra-sound with both hands waving for the camera. 
“Doctors couldn’t really explain what happened to my 
arm, but we still have the [ultra-sound] pictures of me 
in the womb, waving,” Madison said. Assumptions have 
been made that the umbilical cord wrapped around her 
arm, amputating it just below the elbow.

Methods to accomplish things like tying shoes, get-
ting dressed, and fixing her hair differed from other 
children. “As a young girl, one of the hardest tasks to 
learn was putting my hair in a ponytail,” she said. “I 
think I wore a ponytail everyday for a couple of weeks.”

Madison’s parents, both educators, raised her with 
the mentality that she could do anything if she put her 
mind to it. Her father, a coach, introduced her to sports 
at an early age and encouraged her, as did her mother 
and peers. Some may find it nearly impossible for Madi-
son to play sports like volleyball, but she welcomes the 
challenge.

She joined the College of the Ozarks cheerleading 
team in 2011 and was paired with sophomore Brandon 
Ashbee. Together, they practiced hours on the most 
challenging stunt for them, the Purdue. “Typically, a 
Purdue is done by grabbing the girl’s hands and lifting 
her over your head, but we couldn’t do it that way with 
Madison,” explained Ashbee. “Instead, I must take her 
left hand and cup her right arm with my hand to lift 
her up.”

“I don’t believe I have a disability,” Madison said. “I 
may have to accomplish things in a different way, but I 
can still do them.” Her positive attitude and outlook is 
contagious to classmates, fellow cheerleaders, and fac-
ulty.

“Madison was enthusiastic when I first met her. She 
had a bubbly personality, one that anyone would like,” 
said Head Cheerleading Coach Marty Waller. “To be 
honest, I didn’t even realize she was missing a limb.”

“Once during a game, a referee stepped on Madi-
son’s foot, untying her shoe,” Waller said. “My husband 
sat right beside me, and I said, ‘Watch her.’ He had never 
seen her tie her shoes before. When she finished, he just 
looked at me, shaking his head, and said, ‘That’s amaz-
ing.’”

During half-time shows and time-outs, Madison is 

always a crowd pleaser. Her signature stunt consists of a 
series of back flips, performed consecutively. During her 
perfectly executed gymnastics, visitors to C of O catch a 
glimpse of the dedication, energy, and motivation that 
embodies Madison.

While Madison enjoys cheerleading, she also has a 
passion for helping children with similar disabilities. 
She has worked with Shriners Hospital for approximate-
ly three years, sharing her story with numerous fami-
lies. Her experiences at Shriners sparked an interest to 
major in psychology. She plans to graduate in the spring 
semester of 2015 and would like to work at Shriners 
Hospital as a child’s life specialist afterward. 
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more Than a game
“Champions of Character”

outstanding sportsmanship, citizenship, servant 
leadership, character, and winning are descrip-
tors most often used when talking about the 

College of the Ozarks Lady Bobcats this season. For the 
fourth time, the Lady Bobcats earned the National Run-
ner-up title in the National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Division II (NAIA D-II) Women’s Basketball 
Championship. And while they did fall to their neme-
sis, the Red Raiders of Northwestern College (Iowa), the 
Lady Bobcats hold an impressive overall 33-4 win-loss 
record for the season.

 Equally, if not more, important (than the team’s 
record), is the off-the-court activities that led to the Lady 
Bobcats receiving two of the most prestigious honors 
given by the NAIA and the Citizenship Through Sports 
Alliance (CSTA). Recently, the NAIA and CTSA named 
the Lady Cats as the recipient of the “All That’s Right 
in Sport” award, which the team will formally receive 
in the fall at the 13th Annual National Sportsmanship 
Awards (one of the most renowned sports awards events 
in the country) hosted by the St. Louis Commission and 
CSTA.

During the NAIA Women’s Championship tourna-
ment held in March, the Lady Bobcats again were rec-
ognized—this time with the “Buffalo Funds Five Star 
Champions of Character” award. At the end of each sport 
season, the NAIA recognizes only one college in every 
sport with the Champions of Character award. Teams are 
selected based on “exemplary character and sportsman-
ship displayed during practice, competition, on campus, 
and in the community.”

What caught the attention of the NAIA and CSTA, 
that team members or their coaches would never boast, 
is that the Lady Bobcats quickly responded to the needs 
of nearby Joplin High School, which was destroyed by an 
EF5 tornado May of last year. The Lady Bobcats would 

not sit idly by as Joplin residents struggled to rebuild. 
Only a few weeks after the storm, with the help of Head 
Coach George Wilson and Assistant Coaches Becky Vest 
and Paul Voliva, the team organized a benefit game that 
raised $10,000 for the Joplin High School girls’ basketball 
team that had lost everything to the tornado.

“We were very overwhelmed with College of the 
Ozarks, the women’s basketball team, and coaches in 
how they took it upon themselves to rescue our pro-
gram,” said Joplin Lady Eagles Basketball Coach Vicki 
Spivy. “We will forever be thankful to Coach Wilson, his 
staff, and his girls for what they did for us. Not just mate-
rial things were given; hope was restored. My girls real-
ize that there are great people in this world, and it starts 
with the team from College of the Ozarks.”

That is just one of the reasons that the College of the 
Ozarks Lady Bobcats are “Champions of Character.”

Following a victory during the national tournament 
held in sioux City, iowa

Lady bobcats 2011-12
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servanT leadershiP
College of the Ozarks Honored for Community Service

the Corporation for Nation-
al and Community Service 
(CNCS) named College of the 

Ozarks to its 2012 President’s High-
er Education Community Service 
Honor Roll. This is the seventh con-
secutive year for C of O to be includ-
ed on the Honor Roll.

The Honor Roll recognizes high-
er education institutions that reflect 
the values of exemplary community 
service and achieve meaningful out-
comes in their communities.

College of the Ozarks and its 
students take part in numerous com-
munity service projects, including 
Camp Lookout, a free summer camp 
for deserving area youth, and Bonner 
Community Service, a campus work-
station where students fulfill their 
15-hour work education requirement 
by going out into the community 
to serve as teachers’ aides, deliver 
meals on wheels, and volunteer in 
local food pantries. 

“Through service, these institu-
tions are creating the next generation 
of leaders by challenging students 
to tackle tough issues and create 
positive impacts in the community,” 

said Robert Velasco, acting CEO of 
CNCS. “Together, service and learn-
ing increase civic engagement while 
fostering social innovation among 
students, empowering them to solve 
challenges within their communi-
ties.”

One outstanding example is Col-
lege of the Ozarks Students in Free 
Enterprise’s (COSIFE) innovative 
approach to tackle the tough, com-
munity issue of poverty. Last year, 
COSIFE and First PLACE’s IMPACT 
(area high school students partici-
pating in the First PLACE! character 
initiative) began selling eco-friend-
ly VAPUR® water bottles to raise 

money for area homeless individuals 
interested in breaking the poverty 
cycle. 

Since then, the groups collec-
tively sold hundreds of bottles, and 
the proceeds have been accruing in 
a fund for individuals who success-
fully complete the “Getting Ahead” 
course as money for a deposit or rent 
on housing. Five individuals from 
the tri-lakes area have now com-
pleted the curriculum. This class of 
five that graduated in February is the 
first of many to come as COSIFE and 
IMPACT continue to raise money for 
this cause by selling VAPUR® bot-
tles. 

Meanwhile, C of O students 
have prepared for another successful 
Camp Lookout season, which began 
June 4. Camp Lookout serves chil-
dren ages 8-12 from Stone and Taney 
County, whose families cannot fit the 
cost of summer camp into their bud-
gets. 

The College of the Ozarks vision 
is to develop citizens of Christ-like 
character who are well-educated, 
hard-working, and patriotic.

achievements: Who’s Who Among Students in Ameri-
can Universities and Colleges, President’s List, Patriotic 
Education Travel Participant, 2011 Forum Participant, 
Lambda Pi Eta (National Honor Society in Communi-
cation Arts), and Alumni Room and Board Scholarship 
Recipient
Professor gary hiebsch says: “Heather has done a great 
job of editing the OUTLOOk. She is also very focused on 
obtaining internships and achieving for the future.”  
Future Plans: Heather plans to eventually serve as an 
anchor for FoX news. She also plans to attend graduate 
school while working. 

ashLey PaCk
Major: Vocal Music Education K-12, Graduates December 
2012
Workstation: Music Department Office

achievements: Wayne Konga Scholar-
ship, Music Alumni Scholarship, McK-
enzie Fund Scholarship, Muriel & Carl 
E. Bolte Room and Board Scholarship, 
Dean’s List, Member of the Missouri All-
Collegiate Honor Choir in 2011. Ashley 
performed for Springfield Symphony, 
the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, the 
New England Symphonic Ensemble at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City, and 
President George W. Bush
associate Professor Lynda Jesse says: “I know that what-
ever Ashley decides to pursue, she will do so with great 
style, sincerity, and passion.”
Future Plans: Ashley plans to teach elementary music 
and participate in musical theatre in her spare time. She 
eventually plans to obtain a Master’s degree in vocal 
pathology or special education.

fuTure leaders from page 5
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“The iron lady”
Makes a Second Appearance at Hard Work U

by turner brock

Former Prime Minister of Brit-
ain Lady Margaret Thatcher, 
nicknamed “The Iron Lady,” 

recently made her second appear-
ance in the Ozarks—this time in 
the form of a movie. The real “Iron 
Lady” made her first appearance in 
1997, visiting College of the Ozarks 
to speak to students and community 
members about “Free Enterprise and 
Work Ethic.” 

The movie, appropriately titled 
“The Iron Lady,” depicts her life and 
how she became the first (and only) 
female British Prime Minister. The 
movie not only chronicles some of 
the conflicts and crises she faced in 
office (such as when the Irish Repub-
lic Army made an attempt on her life 
in 1984), but also provides one with 
a sense of her ambition and determi-
nation that made her a world leader. 

 To celebrate the life and tremen-
dous character of Lady Thatcher, 
the College put together an exhibit 
that was on display while “The Iron 
Lady” movie was showing in the-
atres. The exhibit, showcased in the 
Branson Meadows Cinema lobby 
during the movie’s premiere week-
end and moved to The Keeter Center 
for the remaining months, included 
an array of pictures from her visit 
to Hard Work U. Also included in 
the display were personal letters of 
appreciation she sent to the Fruitcake 
and Jelly Kitchen (for the student-
made fruitcakes she received), an 
autographed copy of her book The 
Downing Street Years, and many his-
torical pictures of her life. The dis-
play additionally featured some of 
her most famous quotes, including 
“Being powerful is like being a lady. 
If you have to tell people you are, you 
aren’t.” 

c-sPan feaTures c of o Professor
“Lectures in American History”

by Morgan sowell

For the last 24 years, 
Professor of History 
Dr. David Dalton has 

dedicated his time to bring 
pages of history alive for 
students at College of the 
Ozarks. Recently, Dr. Dalton 
had the opportunity to reach 
students beyond the class-
room and share a history les-
son on Cable-Satellite Public 
Affairs Network (C-SPAN).

C-SPAN provides the 
opportunity for authors, his-
torians, and teachers to share ideas and lessons on his-
tory through the on-going series, “Lectures in American 
History.” Upon recommendation, C-SPAN contacted Dr. 
Dalton to participate in the lecture series. Dr. Dalton was 

one of 40 professors selected from across the country to 
participate.

Dr. Dalton’s hour-long lecture on the Cold War aired 
in January. The term Cold War itself, popularized in a 
1946 speech by Prime Minister Winston Churchill of 
Britain, describes the struggle between democracy and 
communism that began shortly after the end of World  
War II and lasted until 1991. In Dr. Dalton’s class lec-
ture for C-SPAN, which was delivered to his American 
Experience class, he focused on the some of the nation’s 
most significant events and tone of American culture that 
brought the Cold War to a boiling point.

In 2000, Dr. Dalton was awarded with the “Missouri 
Governor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching” and was 
awarded the “Eugene Charles Wittick Teaching Excel-
lence Award” in 2009. In 2010, he was appointed to Mis-
souri’s Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee. 

To receive a free copy of the lecture, please call (417) 
690-2212.

Lady Margaret thatcher

Dr. David Dalton



 14 the ozark visitor

Memorial Gifts
December  

memorial ScrollS
Francs allen from Margie Whiteside 
mr. & mrs. Frank beattie from  
Barbara Mercer
reverend W. e. beattie and mattie 
beattie from Barbara Mercer
muriel bivens from Leola J. Thomsen
David blais from Marilyn L. Blais
everett l. boswell from Gwen Boswell
mr. & mrs. m. r. broom from G. J. 
Cloyde
Josephine buckner from Ted Buckner
robert cannon from Gail F. Faris 
adrian chalfant  from Myra  
Chalfant
rex chrisope from Faye Chrisope 
Dr. and mrs. m. Graham clark from 
Paula Pellham
Florence cloyde from G. J. Cloyde
George and malyne collins from Drs. 
Hayden and Sue Head
meridith conatser from Hester Hogan
Jennifer corkill from Patricia Hicks 
Dr. rod Darby from David and Nancy 
Hayden
Jimmy Davis from Yazoo County Fair 
Association 
mary Frances Davis from Tamara 
Stretch 
martha Day from Michele Hansford, 
Teresa Hess, Steadley Elementary, and 
Mr. & Mrs. Cary Scheurich
Stanley and myra Druhot from  
Phyllis Levers and Myra Chalfant  
ronald r. Dunn, Sr. from Elizabeth 
Dunn

Vince elfrink from Cheryl LeGrand 
Market
James e. essic from Lelia Essic
Frances Johanson Fain from Dr. Ann 
Johanson
Franklin c. Fonda from Alice Fonda
richard T. Gardner from Mr. & Mrs. 
Rick Gardner 
Dr. r. m. Good from the Ralph Morgan 
Family and Mary Morgan 
mr. & mrs. Herry Griffith, Jack 
Griffith, & Ken Griffith from Carolyn 
Griffith Stuart 
lucille Hall from John J. Hall
Heno Head, Sr. from Drs. Hayden & 
Sue Head
charles W. Hippisley from Mr. & Mrs. 
Albert L. Martin
coral crandall Hodde from Kathlyn 
H. Flaten
alphonse Hoff from Mr. & Mrs. Albert 
L. Martin
e. K. Jackson from Mr. & Mrs. James 
C. Jackson
edward T. Kilcullen, Sr. from  
Maureen Kilcullen
Frank J. Klaus from Mr. & Mrs. Albert 
L. Martin 
Henry l. loyd from Phillip D. Loyd and 
Edith M. Loyd
William H. macDonald from Mr. & 
Mrs. James N. Alexander, Mary Estes, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Stanley R. Gardner
Fred o. mcDowell from Vince & Susan 
Dodds
PeGGY JaNe marTiN FROM  
CONRAD MARTIN

margaret meissner from Mr. & Mrs. 
Albert L. Martin 
edward mccall from Mr. & Mrs. Eldon 
E. Johnson 
edward & edwina mccarroll, and 
ann mccarroll Sexton from Beverly 
Ginochio
lowell & blake mizell from Faye 
Mizell 
William murfee, Sr. from Dolores 
Murfee
mary Sue myracle from Mr. & Mrs. Joe 
C. Griffin 
Dr. and mrs. marvin oetting from 
Mr. & Mrs. David E. Sorrell 
mary Jane oliver from Ruth Satchell 
max oliver from Marjorie Miller 
William and marion Pearce from 
Sara Pearce
Donald and catherine Ptomey from 
Nyla Ptomey 
elizabeth richards from Claire List 
John l. roth from Melissa Roth 
Sammy Shrum from Mr. & Mrs. Phil 
Lockard 
George and Fleta Simpkins from 
Savannah K. Hill 
clarke and belle Singleton from Ruth 
Kime
PaUl Slicer FROM MR. & MRS. 
HAROLD S. HOOK
Virgil Smith from Carol Smith
Helen S. Sturtz from William Sturtz 
martha Tiemeyer from Bill V. Tiemeyer
Helen Todd from Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. 
Anderson
Shirley Trammell from Jimmie L. 
Trammell, Sr. 
mark Van matre from Martha J. Aynes 
William Hugh Vinson from Marilyn 
Vinson
chris Waller from Mr. & Mrs. Mike 
Wendell, Sharon Bradley, and Mr. & Mrs. 
Rod Romine
GoVerNor William Waller 
FROM CONRAD MARTIN
W. W. WarreN FROM CONRAD 
MARTIN
earl aND marY WaTTS FROM 
MAXIE WILLIS
Vera c. Whitfill from R. K. Whitfill
Phillip Whittington Whiteside from 
Margie Whiteside
maud elizabeth Wilhite from Faylene 
Hall
Frank a. Wood from Jeanne W. Turoff

December HoNor ScrollS
mr. & mrs. Joe alexander from  
Donald Perry 
Stan asberry from A.M.C.I. Real Estate

a giFt annUity is a means of providing yourself with a guaranteed income 
for life at the same time you provide financial support for College of the Ozarks. 
Many friends of C of O over the years have created Gift Annuities, which eventually 
result in a gift to the College as a memorial to themselves or friends and relatives 
whom they may designate.

In brief, you give C of O a specific sum of cash, securities, or other property. In 
consideration of this gift, C of O guarantees to pay you a fixed annual income for 
life. This income is based on the amount of your gift and your age (ages) at the time 
the gift was made. If you are considering a survivor beneficiary or a two-life gift 
annuity, the income is based on the information for both lives. At the time of your 
death, the principal of your gift is used in support of our program at Point Lookout.

The Gift Annuity offers many advantages as a way to make a contribution. It 
insures a guaranteed, fixed annual income for life, and in the year you make your 
gift a large percent is deductible from your Federal Income Tax Return as a charitable 
contribution. If the deduction exceeds the amount allowed by law in any one year, 
you may apply the deduction over a period of as many as five years. In addition, a 
large portion of your annual income from the annuity paid to you by C of O will be 
tax free. It frees you of any management or investment worries, and you will have the 
satisfaction of knowing that you have contributed to the education of young men and 
women who otherwise could not aspire to a college degree.
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Ted bergman from A.M.C.I. Real 
Estate
Sharon bradley from Mr. and Mrs. 
Dick Barclay
Steve & melody carpenter from Stan 
and Grace Teter
larry chapman from A.M.C.I. Real 
Estate
Doyle and Sue childers from Allison 
Smith
Hal collier from A.M.C.I. Real Estate
lee conatser from Hester Hogan
Wilmer crawford from Sue Harrison
Dr. Jerry c. Davis from Allison Smith
Tom earls from Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. 
Earls
The Ferris Family from Mr. & Mrs. 
Alfred Sheets
SSGT. a. m. De la Fuente from  
Martin Keene
Juanita Ganote from Jana Fisher
mike & Pat Hines from Mr. & Mrs. B. 
Dwight Perry 
mary Jane Heine from Allan Kleet 
James P. Keeter from Thomas Aylward 

Julie Kleet from Allan Kleet 
Janie and chester lowe from Lynn 
Nancarrow
Dan & Patty lueck from Lynn  
Nancarrow
Vance & Sue mcDonald from Mr. & 
Mrs. B. Dwight Perry
barbara mcDowell from Vince & 
Susan Dodds
ed mcSweeny from A.M.C.I. Real 
Estate
Suzanne medgyesi-mitschang from 
A.M.C.I. Real Estate
Dr. & mrs. bryan moore from Dr. 
James Jacobs
Kevin & colleen reed from Mr. & Mrs. 
B. Dwight Perry 
Dorothy Sampson from Mr. and Mrs. 
Clifford Hammond 
randy & conni Teter from Mr. & Mrs. 
Stan Teter
Harley Tilley from Kevin Tilley
anne Turner from Lynn Nancarrow
adam Whitney from Kenney & Suzy 
Whitney 

roy Winkle from A.M.C.I. Real Estate

JaNUarY  
memorial ScrollS

martha Day from David Laxman and 
Richard N. Day 
enola Disbrow from Leola Thomsen 
SPc. JameS m. FiNleY FROM 
HERITAGE BAPTIST TEMPLE
Dr. r. m. Good from E. M. Corporation, 
and Ralph Morgan Family 
coral crandall Hodde from Kathlyn 
Flaten
William rex mcKinney from Frances 
R. Lundgren 
emery Powers, Sr. from The Ernest 
Carlton Family, Your Auction of Tampa 
Bay, Colonel & Mrs. John R. Martina, 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Richard Carlton, Mr. & 
Mrs. Hal S. Strange, and Doris L. Killian
randy runestad from Verna M.  
Runestad 
roy D. Watson, Sr. from Robert B.  
Danforth

JaNUarY 
HoNor ScrollS 

SSGT a. m. De la Fuente from Martin 
Keene

FebrUarY  
memorial ScrollS 

Jim bernard from Dr. & Mrs. Robert 
R. Anderson
mary evelyn bjerke from MaryAnn 
Gardner
carol conant from Sharon G. Waite
Doyle Hodges from Ron Janes 
robert Travis Hughes from Mrs.  
Dorothy D. Miley
linda Johnson from Mr. & Mrs. F.  
Russel Zartler
David N. lehenbauer from Harry 
Lehenbauer
marge lessentine from Ross H.  
Lessentine
Steve marcille from D. Joann  
Svendgard
oliver H. myers from Mary  
Gilmore-Gilliland
lillie m. railey from Kathleen Clothier 
Dr. bruce rosenquist from Horton 
Animal Hospital-Central and Dr. Donald 
D. Smith
Vincent Wells from Mr. & Mrs. James 
R. Swearengen
Steve White from Mr. and Mrs. Glen A. 
Nelle 
John Henry Winstead from Dorothy 
Miley

FebrUarY 
HoNor ScrollS

SSGT a. m. De la Fuente from Martin 
Keene

NameS iN caPiTal leTTerS 
rePreSeNT GiFTS oF $1,000 or 
more.

In MeMorIaM

E
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www.cofo.eduIncorporated in 1906 as The School of the Ozarks

College of the Ozarks® 
P.O. Box 17

Point Lookout Missouri 65726

ElEctronic SErvicE rEquEStEd

college of The ozarKs
A Top Conservative College

in March, the Young America’s Foundation (YAF) 
released its list of the “Top Conservative Colleges” 
in America. College of the Ozarks was included on 

the highly-selective list of colleges that offer students a 
conservative college experience.

“The College is honored to be included on this par-
ticular list, because YAF only selects schools that operate 
with excellence and promote traditional, American val-
ues,” says Elizabeth Hughes, Public Relations Director. 
“Students interested in attending a conservative school 
may begin their search by simply looking at the YAF ‘Top 
Conservative College list.’”

The list also includes Christendom College, Francis-
can University, Grove City College, Harding University, 
Hillsdale College, The King’s College, Liberty University, 
Patrick Henry College, Regent University, Saint Vincent 
College, Thomas Aquinas College, Thomas More College, 
and Wisconsin Lutheran College.

According to the Young America’s Foundation, “The 
‘Top Conservative College’ list features institutions that 
proclaim, through their mission and programs, a dedica-
tion to discovering, maintaining, and strengthening the 
conservative values of their students.”

College of the Ozarks is a unique Christian work col-
lege with about 1,400 students. Dubbed as “Hard Work 
U” by The Wall Street Journal, it offers a Work Education 
Program in which students work, instead of pay, for their 
college education.

In addition to the 41 majors, 38 minors, and eight pre-
professional programs it offers, the College of the Ozarks 
has an extensive Character Education Program. As soon 
as students arrive for freshman orientation, called “Char-
acter Camp,” they begin character education programs 
and abide by a dress code and an honor code.

“Overall, the College of the Ozarks offers a robust 
array of programs and excellent opportunities to receive 
a well-rounded education,” writes YAF.

Young America’s Foundation is a non-profit organi-
zation committed to ensuring that increasing numbers 
of young Americans understand and are inspired by the 
ideas of individual freedom, a strong national defense, 
free enterprise, and traditional values.


