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There’s no better time
than Spring on a col-
lege campus. This

year we welcomed it with
extra enthusiasm, given the
winter we had. Early 2003
seemed to be just one snow-
storm after another, and
when the longer, warmer
days of Spring got here,
everyone was thrilled.

Our NAIA Division II
Men’s National Basketball

Championship heightened spring fever at C of O again
this year. This was our fourth year to host the tourna-
ment, and once again, we welcomed 32 teams from
across the United States to Branson and Point Lookout
for this spectacular event. 

We are proud to be part of an organization that pro-
motes not only sportsmanship and a high level of com-
petition, but the building of character as well. If you
know anything about C of O, you know we believe this
to be an important part of our overall learning experi-
ence, and it pleases us to be part of an organization like
the NAIA, which underscores our own ideals.

The C of O Lady Cats also got a bid to their national
tournament this year, as they often do. We are so pleased
with the efforts of these young ladies and the recognition
they bring our college. 

In this issue of the Visitor, you’ll read about the
tournament and what goes on behind the scenes before
the games ever begin. It takes hundreds of people thou-
sands of hours to make the event successful, and we
think you’ll enjoy reading about some of the things that
happen off the court as well as on.

You’ll also find stories in this Visitor about faculty,
staff and students who’ve received honors and recogni-
tion, and about recent places the College has appeared in
print and in cyberspace.

There’s also a feature on a small-time dairy opera-
tion run by an alumni family, who is trying to bring old-

fashioned milk in glass bottles back to supermarket
shelves, as well as an article on two alumni who are our
most recent inductees into the C of O Sports Hall of
Fame.

Finally, we say goodbye to a dear friend, Edith Git-
tinger, who died this past February. Together with her
husband, Leonard, Edith made a difference in the lives
of thousands of C of O students and employees. We will
miss her, but we celebrate her wonderful life.

Best wishes from all of us at College of the Ozarks,
and may God bless you richly.
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ON THE COVER: 
Things are quiet in the Keeter Gym lockers now, but
in March College of the Ozarks played host to the
NAIA Division II Men’s National Basketball Cham-
pionship. See related stories and photos inside this
issue on pp. 3, 8 and 9.

Photo by Linda LeNeve
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TODAY’S TOP STORY
NAIA: Hard Work Behind the Scenes Pays off

By Sam Waterman

For the past four years, thou-
sands of visitors from all over
the country have traveled to

Point Lookout to enjoy the NAIA
Men’s Division II National Basket-
ball Tournament. What the estimated
20,000 ticket holders see when they
enter the Keeter Gymnasium on the
campus of College of the Ozarks is
the finished product. What they do
not see is all the hard work and
preparations that go on behind the
scenes. The competition lasts only six
days, but preparations take place all
year long to ensure the success of the
tournament. 

To successfully host the tourna-
ment at C of O it takes hundreds of
student workers, 80 businesses, 12
officials, 10 food vendors, 32 teams,
20 televisions, five athletic trainers,
18 area schools, one Cub Scout Pack,
one Girl Scout Pack, C of O Security,
the College Press, maintenance
crews, food service workers, land-
scapers, electricians, EMT’s, the
Branson Vacation Channel and
countless volunteers from the Col-
lege and community.

The College enlists the help of
more than 400 student workers dur-

ing the tournament. Their duties
range from serving as concessions
workers to picking up trash between
games to selling souvenirs. They also
act as ushers before games and on
rare occasions enforce crowd control. 

“This tournament could not hap-
pen if it weren’t for all the student
workers and community volun-
teers,” said Candy Sullinger, College
of the Ozarks Sports Information
Director. “It is interesting to know
that the Women’s National Tourna-

ment, held in Sioux
City, Iowa, is hosted
by a convention center
in Sioux City. They
have to pay hundreds
of staff members to
make their tourna-
ment run smoothly. C
of O has been blessed
with hundreds of vol-
unteers who want to
donate their time and
be involved in the
event.”

Not only do the
student workers work
hard during the tour-
nament, but also in the
months leading up to

the event. The C of O student electri-
cians and their supervisor work hard
to make sure that everything used is
in good working order. They run all
the phone lines used for the media
and install safety equipment such as
smoke detectors and fire alarms for
the safety of the many visitors. They
also let the tournament coordinators
know when the gym is at maximum
power—a point Keeter Gymnasium
comes close to every year.

The gym maintenance crew has a
big job during the tournament work-
ing with all other departments to
make sure everything is set up and
looks good before tip-off on opening
night.

C of O construction made its con-
tribution to the National Tournament
this year by constructing three brand
new locker rooms to be used for the
visiting teams.  In years past, student
workers had to work fast to clean up
the locker rooms between games
before the next team could enter.
With the addition of the new locker
rooms, this will no longer be a prob-
lem.

Gary Turbak and the C of O ath-
letic trainers turn their hole-in-the-
wall training room into a facility
capable of handling the 32 teams.
During the tournament, nobody
works harder than trainer Turbak.
He puts in more than 100 hours dur-
ing the tournament week taping
countless numbers of ankles, heating
up shoulders, stretching out ham-
strings and providing various treat-
ments to more than 150 athletes. 

Prior to the championship, the
training room staff is busy ordering
all the supplies needed during the
tournament week as well as making
sure the entire staff is capable of pro-
viding proper treatments to the hun-
dreds of athletes that will come
through the training room during the
tournament. 

C of O professors Rex Mahlman and
Steve Petty man the clock and the
p.a. system.

Trainer Gary Turbak wraps an injured player’s ankle
during a game. Photos by Linda LeNeve continued on page 16



Rodney Arnold, 
Dean of Development

In the aftermath of September
11, a record number of peo-
ple made appointments with

their attorneys to either update
their wills or create new ones.
The suddenness of that catastro-
phe was a wake-up call to act on
long-delayed intentions.

Perhaps you are thinking
about your estate plan as well.

You may even be ready to make
an appointment with an attorney

to obtain a current will. If so, the following questions
will help you prepare for that visit. Thinking about these
things before meeting with an attorney may also help
save you time and money.

1. WHAT
This first question addresses your assets and liabili-

ties. What do you own and what do you owe? Make a

list of real estate, vehicles, collectables, bank and broker-
age accounts, insurance policies – everything you have.
Estimate the current value. Also, list all of your financial
obligations. This inventory will help your attorney
immensely.

2. WHO
Decide beforehand who you want to settle your

estate when you are gone. This personal representative
should be someone you consider fully trustworthy. If
you will need guardians for your dependent children,
select those as well. You should consider trustees to
oversee any trusts you may have and you may want to
consider more than one. In addition to these people, try
to come up with names of alternates just in case any of
your primary choices cannot serve. Also, be sure to ask
all of these persons before including them in your will.

3. WHERE
This can be the most difficult part of planning your

estate. Where or to whom will you transfer your assets?
A surviving spouse will likely receive all or part of your
assets. Family members may be beneficiaries as well.
You may want to consider an estate gift to those organi-
zations you have supported during your life, such as
College of the Ozarks that reflect your interest and
values.

There are other things to consider as well…and one
of the advantages of meeting with an estate-planning
attorney is that he or she can bring up important ques-
tions that you may not consider otherwise. A good advi-
sor can also introduce transfer techniques like family
trusts and can make sure your will conforms to the laws
of your state.

If you do not have an estate-planning attorney, ask
your trusted friends for suggestions. You might also ask
the trust officer at your local bank for recommendations.
If you wish, do not hesitate to call or write me for the
names of several attorneys.

The important thing is to act on your impulse to put
your house in order. It may take a little effort, but the
end result is well worth it. You will enjoy the peace of
mind. 
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DEVELOPMENT NOTES
Three Questions to Ask Yourself About Your Will

Request Form
To help you think further about estate planning and
how you can also include College of the Ozarks in
your plans, we would be pleased to send you a
complimentary estate-planning brochure. Please
use the response form below to request the brochure
or call me at (417) 334-6411 ext. 2209.

■■     Please send me the free brochure about estate
planning.

■■     I have already included College of the Ozarks in
my estate plan.

■■     Please send me the names of attorneys you
would recommend.

■■ Please contact me personally. The best time to
reach me is ___________.

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City/St/Zip __________________________________

Telephone ____________________________________

Please complete the response form and either return
it in the enclosed business reply envelope or mail to:
Rodney Arnold, College of the Ozarks, Point Look-
out, MO 65726

Rodney Arnold

The important thing is to act on your
impulse to put your house in order. It may
take a little effort, but the end result is well
worth it. You will enjoy the peace of mind. 
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ACCOLADES
Herchenroeder Selected to Attend U.S. War College

By Sam Waterman

College of the Ozarks military
science professor, Lt. Col.
Gary Herchenroeder, has

been given the opportunity to attend
the United States Army War College.
Herchenroeder will attend the War
College from August 2003 to May
2004. The College, located at Carlisle
Barracks in Pennsylvania, is one of
the nation’s oldest military installa-
tions. Carlisle Barracks has provided
training and education for more than
200 years. Most of the Army’s branch
schools originated here with an inno-
vative vision for future readiness. 

Herchenroeder has been at C of
O since 1997, where he teaches class-
es in military science as well as the
Citizenship classes to all C of O
freshmen. Along with his teaching
duties, Herchenroeder also directs
the College’s Army ROTC program.
The Colonel is also active at many
campus events. He is perhaps known
best by people outside of the C of O
family as pilot of the miniature blimp
that sails over the gym during bas-
ketball games.

The Army War College serves
the nation as it prepares senior lead-
ers to pursue mastery in the art of
strategy, and apply strategic leader-
ship in a unified, joint or multina-
tional environment.

Each year, more than 300 stu-
dents study in the 10-month resident

Army War College class. These stu-
dents and their families include rep-
resentatives of all branches of the
military, U.S. government agencies
and about 40 nations world-wide. At
the War College, graduates leave
with the intellectual capabilities to
impact national strategy of the
future.

The courses Lt. Col. Herchen-
roeder will be enrolled in are for mil-
itary officers and selected civilians to
learn how to utilize combat forces
effectively. Upon the completion of
his course work, Herchenroeder will
come away with a master’s degree in
his chosen area of study.

“I am thrilled to receive this
opportunity and even more thrilled
that my family has agreed to accom-
pany me,” Herchenroeder said.

The College has offered to hold
Herchenroeder’s position until com-
pletion of his course work. While he
is away, Captain Jim Schreffler of the
SMSU ROTC program will be
responsible for the military science
program at C of O.

Lt. Col. Gary Herchenroeder has
been selected to attend the U.S.
Army War College, beginning this
August. Herchenroeder heads up the
C of O Army ROTC program.

Photo by Donna Herchenroeder

Riley Receives Award for Teaching Excellence
By Melinda Elliot

Kevin Riley, associate professor of business
administration at College of the Ozarks,
recently received the 2002 Governor’s Award

for Excellence in Teaching. Governor Bob Holden pre-
sented the award during the 2002 Governor’s Award
for Excellence in Teaching Luncheon on December 4,
in Jefferson City. 

Riley was one of the 65 outstanding faculty mem-
bers from numerous post-secondary schools, colleges
and universities in Missouri. Each recipient for the award
was selected by their respective institutions for their
effective teaching and advising, service to the school
community, commitment to high standards of excellence
and success in nurturing student achievement.

This year marks Riley’s tenth year teach-
ing at C of O. As a teacher of marketing, per-
sonal selling and finance classes, Riley is well
liked by his students.

“I was quite surprised, actually shocked
when I heard the news,” Riley said after find-
ing out he received this honor. “It was very
humbling for me because there are many
educators here who are well deserving of this
award.” 

A 1979 graduate of John Brown University, Riley
received his M.B.A. from the University of Arkansas in
1981. His wife, Tami, is also employed at C of O as an
R.N. The couple has two children, Ryan, 21, and Chris, 15.
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SPOTLIGHT ON ALUMNI
A Trip to Memory Lane Dairy: An “Udder” Country

By Hannah Sparks

When we reminisce about the
past, we often refer to it as
“taking a trip down memo-

ry lane.” Things such as grape Nehi,
paper dolls, 45 rpm records, teaberry
gum and milk in glass bottles might
come to mind. Some of us might
wish we could grab one of these
objects straight from the past to enjoy
it one last time. 

While it’s true some of these
items may be irretrievable things of
yesterday, thanks to the Kensinger
family, at least glass bottles of milk
can come straight from Memory
Lane—dairy, that is. 

Memory Lane dairy in Fordland,
MO (about an hour from Point Look-
out), was started two years ago, in
2001, as a family idea, and College of
the Ozarks was involved from the
beginning. The business was con-
ceived with one basic concept in
mind—to have more family time.
Dave and Vickie Kensinger, founders
and owners of Memory Lane, have
three children, two of whom were
already married when the business
idea came about. 

While their oldest son, Luke, and
youngest daughter, Holly were busy
raising their own families, their other
son, Paul, was attending college at C
of O. 

Luke was an employee of Kee-
bler, and his work hours often
included overnight stays. He and his
wife had a baby boy, Garrett, and
Luke felt the need to stay home and
be with his family more. 

At the same time, the youngest
child and only daughter, Holly, was
dissatisfied with her job. “I didn’t
like driving into town everyday and

really wanted to do something differ-
ent,” said Holly. 

Paul wasn’t sure what he wanted
to do when he graduated from C of
O. All of them wanted a change and
a different future, so the idea of start-
ing a family business came to mind. 

The Kensingers knew the best
way to do well in a business is to
know the nature of one’s product. It
seemed natural then to start a busi-
ness dealing with livestock since they
had owned cows for more than 25
years. The major question was how
to make enough money from the
farm to support three families. “We
knew we couldn’t farm out the land

with crops or just raise
meat to sell and make
enough, so we had to do
something else,” said
Mrs. Kensinger. 

After much thought

and input from all family members,
they decided to form their own milk
company. It all came down to one
thing, though. “We brought all the
family together and said, ‘Either
we’re all in this or none of us are.’
Everyone had to be committed or it
wouldn’t work. Each of us said we
were in, and so we went through
with it.” 

Paul, who graduated in 2001
with a bachelor’s degree in Agricul-
ture Business, was able to help the
family with business skills he was
learning at college. He said that
though he applied much of what he
was learning, there was still a lot to
know. “It’s a learning process. You
learn better ways to do things as you
go along, kind of trial and error,” said
Paul. 

Mrs. Kensinger and Holly
agreed. “We’ve definitely learned
along the way. We’d make a mistake
and then next time we would know a
better way to do it,” said Mrs.
Kensinger. 

The Kensingers found early on it
wasn’t going to be easy to learn all
they needed to know about this busi-
ness. It was hard for them to even
observe the operation of small milk
processing plants, due of the lack of
them in the area. “There are only
about three other businesses like this
in the state, but we got a pretty good

Memory Lane dairy produces a vari-
ety of milk, including low fat, cream
top and chocolate.

Owner Vicki Kensinger (L) and
daughter, Holly Hensley (R), man-
age the Memory Lane Dairy store six
days a week. 

Memory Lane…was started two
years ago…and College of the
Ozarks was involved from the
beginning.
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idea of all the work involved,” said Mrs. Kensinger. After
doing many hours of research and viewing the available
sites, including the dairy operation at C of O, plans were
drawn for the new company. 

After making the final decision to go in to business,
Luke and Paul spent a great deal of time talking with C
of O faculty. Two of the men who provided generous
help, according to the Kensingers, were Tom Smith, asso-
ciate professor of agriculture and General Farm and
Dairy Manager, and Herb Keith, associate professor of
agriculture. 

“All the [agriculture] professors at the College are
really nice. They’ll help you out with anything and tell
you anything you want to know. Tom especially gave us
lots of good advice and helped us get everything start-
ed,” said Paul. 

The family brainstormed to come up with the name
“Memory Lane” and logo “Fresh from Udder Country.”
They also discussed how they could compel people to
buy their milk and make the business compete with
national milk companies. All the marketing had to be
done by the family, and they admit none of them knew
anything about it. “We’re just farmers,” said Mrs.
Kensinger. 

They may not have known much about professional
marketing techniques, but they did know what they per-
sonally liked. They wanted to make a quality product
they would buy for their own families. If this were done,
the Kensingers thought they would most likely be mak-
ing a product others would buy. As a result, they chose
not to use the growth hormone BST in their cattle, or put
additives or preservatives in their milk. They wanted to
create an “all natural, good for you” milk. 

It seemed to them producing good milk was feasible,
but how would they draw customers to it over what was
already setting on the store shelves? This is when the idea
of bottling their milk in glass bottles came about. When
asked exactly why they thought glass bottles would be a
marketable idea, Mrs. Kensinger counters with her own
question. “If you were going to pour a glass of iced tea
and you reached in the cabinet to get a glass, would you
grab a real glass or a plastic cup?” she asked. She said
she’s found most people prefer a real glass. 

It’s that preference of glass that was used as the ini-
tial idea when deciding on glass bottles. Since there were
no local manufacturers that made the bottles needed,
they were ordered from Canada. The bottles require a
special washing process, a need that creates a large

amount of work. Mrs. Kensinger adds, “The glass [bot-
tle] keeps the milk fresher and colder. It’s labor intensive
but worth it.” 

Labor is one thing the family says they are not afraid
of. Not only do they milk about 110 head of cattle a day,
but they also do all their own pasteurizing, homogeniz-
ing, bottling and distributing. Mrs. Kensinger said, “We
all work hard here, everyone in the family, and that’s
how it’s been from the beginning.” Sometimes friends
come to help during the bottling process and those days
that can last from 12 to 15 hours. “This is family business
all the way. We’d like to hire more help, but for right now
things are still simple,” adds Mrs. Kensinger. 

The family is looking to expand the business, but
said it will be a while before they can do that. There are
only about 19 places, including the Memory Lane Dairy
store, where the public can purchase Memory Lane milk
in Central and Southern Missouri. But about a dozen
stores are on a waiting list to stock the product. “We
want to expand but it takes time to be able to do that,”
said Luke. 

Though they’ve encountered many unexpected
things along the way, the Kensingers said they are happy
with their decision to start the business. Paul counts his
education at C of O as invaluable to helping the business,
and says he’s glad to help out the family. Mrs. Kensinger
advises anyone who is thinking about starting a business
to “think long and hard.” She said, “It’s hard but it’s also
an adventure. We just take it day by day.”

C of O alumnus Paul Kensinger prepares the bottling
equipment.

Photo by Hannah Sparks

Paul, who graduated in 2001 with a
bachelor’s degree in Agriculture Busi-
ness, was able to help the family with
business skills he was learning at col-
lege.

“All the [agriculture] professors at the
College are really nice. They’ll help
you out with anything and tell you
anything you want to know.” 
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SPORTS SHOTS
NAIA Championship Tourney at C of O

Coach George Wilson encourages the Lady Cats during
a time out during their game in Sioux City.  The Lady
Cats lost by a heartbreaking two points in first-round
action to Grand View College of Iowa. 

The Saints from Siena Heights, Michigan, congratu-
late the Bobcats after the Ozarks’ victory in first-
round play at the men’s tourney.  C of O lost in
second-round action to Warner Southern of Florida.

The Swedes of tiny Bethany College in Lindsborg,
Kansas, exult as their team prepares to win their semi-
final game.  The unseeded Swedes were this year’s
Cinderella team, making it all the way to the finals.

Editor’s Note:  College of the Ozarks played host to 32
teams from California to Maine and Oregon to Flori-
da March 12-18 for the NAIA Division II Men’s

National Basketball Championship. This was the fourth
year for C of O to be home to the tourney.  Northwestern
College of Iowa defeated Bethany College of Kansas to
become national champs, after a week of fast, exciting play,
heart-stopping overtime action and many, many three-
point shots, including a last-second 30-footer by C of O
standout Josh Hume.

During the same week, the Lady Cats traveled to Sioux
City, Iowa, where they also played in the national tourney.
The photographs on these pages celebrate both the tourna-
ment in Point Lookout and the Lady Cats’ appearance in
Iowa.

Lady Cats Heather Henson (L) and Maria
Henry get ready to head to their “ship”
(championship) in Iowa.

C of O supporters packed the stands to watch their
Bobcats win in first-round action.
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NAIA NEWS
Thousands Enjoy the “Little Dance”

Fans of the Foresters from Huntington
College, Indiana, traveled from their
home state to support their team.Brandon Woudstra of Northwest

College, Iowa, hugs a fellow
player after winning the national
championship.  Woudstra took
home both the tourney’s Most
Valuable Player award and the
NAIA Player of the Year award.

This young fan cheers on her
favorite team, the University of Vir-
ginia at Wise.

Color man Doug Elstun of Midwest Sports
Television speaks with C of O men’s coach
Steve Shepherd (L) during the finals.

Northwestern fans filled the
stands for the final game and
brought all sorts of props to the
contest, including this cow.

Honorary Coaches Karen Hall and
Craig Richards of Ozark Mountain
Bank in Branson are jubilant after C
of O’s opening-night victory at the
men’s tourney.

The Lady Cats board the bus for
their trip to Sioux City.

Photos by
Kim Cooper, Camille Howell,

Linda LeNeve and Hannah Sparks
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IN THE NEWS
C of O Featured in Washington Post Travel Story

By Camille Howell

College of the Ozarks was featured in a recent
Washington Post travel story on Branson. Titled
“The Hipster’s Guide to Branson,” the feature,

which appeared on December 29 of last year, focused on
the many activities younger people can enjoy in the
Ozarks.

Writer Andrea Sachs, who didn’t give her age but
did admit to not knowing who Bobby Vinton is, took a
sweet, tongue-in-cheek look at Branson’s not-so-youth-
ful music culture, but then pointed out the many things
twenty-somethings can do in what she termed “that liv-
ing museum of easy-listening entertainment.”

Between catching shows at the Jim Stafford and
Shoji Tabuchi theatres, Sachs found her way to College of
the Ozarks, which she described as having “deeply reli-
gious roots and Ivy League study habits.” She also wrote
about how C of O students work for, rather than pay,
tuition. 

In her story, Sachs mentioned C of O’s motel, Ralph
Foster Museum, cafeteria and Friendship House restau-
rant. She quizzed students on what they liked to do in
Branson and came up with answers such as mountain
biking, horseback riding, going to the lake, shopping at
the outlets and barn-swinging, which Sachs tried and
enjoyed during her visit. 

Sachs liked the food in the cafeteria (which is nor-
mally not open to the public) and was impressed with
the College Motel’s inexpensive price tag. Her story in
the Post included a photo of three C of O students, Kevin
Jones, Chuckie Eastman and Amanda Hanson, plus a
quote from an additional student, Sarah Farris.

“We love publicity, and are very pleased that Ms.

Sachs chose to spend part of her time in Branson on the
C of O campus, “ said President Jerry C. Davis. “Getting
out the word about the College, whether it’s in a travel
piece or any other type news story, is always important
to us. We appreciate Ms. Sachs representing us in such a
good light as part of a story that features Branson in a
new and appealing way.”

The Washington Post feature has been reprinted in
other papers around the U.S., and the C of O motel has
gotten calls from readers in both Minnesota and Texas
inquiring about booking rooms for their upcoming
vacations, according to Debbie Meyer, who oversees the
motel.

C of O students featured in a recent Washington Post
story about Branson include (L to R): Chuckie Eastman,
Amanda Hanson, Sarah Farris, and Kevin Jones.

Photo by Matthew Fulkerson

College of the Ozarks says goodbye to a
lovely lady and a longtime friend, Edith
May Gittinger. Mrs. Gittinger died Febru-

ary 1, 2003. Together with her husband, Dr.
Leonard Gittinger, who survives her, Mrs. Git-
tinger was very active in the life of College of the
Ozarks. 

As a young woman, Edith taught for three
years in a one-room schoolhouse, then she
returned to school to become a nurse, a profes-
sion she practiced for more than 30 years. Both
these interests served her well after she and Leonard
retired to the Ozarks in 1972: she was an Elder in the C
of O Presbyterian Church, and was active in the Ameri-

can Red Cross, various prayer groups and
women’s organizations. She also worked with
her husband in the Gideons International
organization. 

The Gittingers endowed the C of O Com-
munity Convocation Series and presently have
two buildings, which will house the Music and
Campus Ministries departments, under con-
struction on campus. They have also donated
to many other programs at C of O. Every mem-
ber of the College family has benefited from

Leonard and Edith’s generosity, and Mrs. Gittinger will
be truly missed.

In Memoriam – Edith May Gittinger, 1909-2003
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SPORT-LIGHT ON ALUMNI
Two Inducted into C of O Sports Hall of Fame

By Camille Howell

Apair of standout athletes from
the 1980s are the latest
inductees into the C of O

Sports Hall of Fame. Dee Dee Young
Barber and Mike Essick were hon-
ored at a luncheon on February 15
and at a basketball game following
the luncheon.

Barber was a four-year letterwin-
ner in cross country and track from
1985 to 1989. In cross country she was
All-Conference for four years, All-
District for three years, and compet-
ed in the NAIA Nationals all four
years.

In track, she was an All-District
two-miler three years, held the
school record in the 10,000 meter run
and competed in the NAIA Outdoor
Track and Field Championships in
1987. She also received the Coach’s
Award in cross country in 1988 and
the Coach’s Award in track in 1988
and 1989. Barber was named MVP of
the track team in both 1986 and 1988.

Essick was a four-year letterman
in baseball from 1980 to 1984 and
served as captain his senior year. He

was All-Conference his junior and
senior years. 

During his senior year, when he
helped lead the Cats to the NAIA
District 16 Title, Essick was named
All-District, All-Tournament, District
“Player of the Year,” All-Area, and

NAIA Honorable Mention All-Amer-
ican.

Also during his senior year,
Essick  led the team in at-bats (147),
hits (61), batting (.415 average), dou-
bles (16) and triples (4.) He ended his
career with an incredible .398 batting
average.

Barber thanked the crowd for
coming to see her receive this honor.
She talked about how much C of O
had meant to her, both during her col-
lege career and in the years following.

Accompanied by audience
laughter, Essick thanked Barber for
her brief remarks, saying she had
“given him more mike time.” He
then regaled the crowd with stories
from his college days, especially
regarding Coach Bobby Smith and
six old friends he had invited to the
ceremony. 

Attendees heard many amusing
tales regarding Essick’s teammates
Mark Kelley, Dale Gilchrist, Vince
Elfrink, Frank Gallant, Rod Hemphill
and Larry Schmitt.  Essick joined Kel-
ley, Gilchrist and Schmitt, who are
already members of the Hall of Fame.

Waller Enshrined in Missouri Hall of Fame
By Camille Howell

Just one day after the C of O Sports Hall of Fame, Athletic Director Al
Waller became an inductee, rather than an inductor. On February 16,
Waller became a member of the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame in Spring-
field. 

Called “one of the good guys” by local media, Waller earned his place
of honor by virtue of his long and successful career. Among the high-
lights, Waller served 25 years as C of O’s men’s basketball coach; he had
550 total victories, 458 of which were at C of O; he accumulated a 104-47
high school coaching record; he was responsible for 12 conference cham-
pionships and 12 20-win seasons; he took his team to three Elite Eight
appearances at the NAIA national tournament; his team was runner-up in
the NAIA national championship in 2000; and he won the Central Ozark
Conference championship as a high school coach in Branson before he
came to C of O in the ‘70s.

Waller retired as men’s basketball coach at C of O last year, but he
continues his duties as Athletic Director and as tournament co-director
for the NAIA national men’s basketball championship.

Mike Essick, seen here with Al
Waller, accepts his plaque upon his
enshrinement into the C of O Sports
Hall of Fame.

Photos by Camille Howell

Dee Dee Young Barber accepts her
Hall of Fame plaque from Athletic
Director Al Waller.
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FAR AND NEAR
Fulbright Scholar Home from Finland for Christmas

By Camille Howell

Shelly Compton, C of O’s first Fulbright Scholar
and a December 2001 graduate of College of the
Ozarks, visited C of O during Christmas holidays

on a trip home from graduate school.
Shelly is living and studying at the University of

Kuopio, Finland. She will receive a Master of Public
Health degree when her studies are completed.

After first visiting Finland on a C of O Hotel/Restau-
rant Management trip several years ago, Shelly returned
in the summer to work and study there as part of an
exchange agreement between College of the Ozarks and
Savonia Polytechnic University, also located in Kuopio.
She enjoyed her time in Finland and began to look for a
way to return. 

The Fulbright Scholarship has provided Shelly the
funds necessary to live and study there for one year. She
was one of only 10 Americans chosen to study in Finland
from dozens of applicants.

This prestigious scholarship was established in 1946,
at the end of World War II. For more than 50 years, the
Fulbright committee has endeavored to promote a
“mutual understanding between people of the United

States and other countries, through the exchange of per-
sons, knowledge and skills.”

Shelly is the granddaughter of James and Mary Tay-
lor of Republic, MO.

Shelly Compton is pictured here with College of the
Ozarks President Jerry C. Davis, on a recent trip to C of
O. Shelly is a Fulbright Scholar, studying in Finland.

Photo by Camille Howell

By Camille Howell

Anyone who’s been past the entrance to C of O
knows The Keeter Center for Character Educa-
tion is growing physically day by day. The two

buildings, which will house a lodge, restaurant, audito-
rium and classroom space, are taking shape nicely and
will be dedicated in the Fall of 2004.

The Keeter Center’s online presence, however, is
growing as well. A newly-designed website, found at
www.keetercenter.edu, focuses on the Center and its com-
ponents. 

Beginning with the philosophy of “Head, Heart and
Hands,” the Center’s website covers The Community
Convocation Series, The Character Academy, The Citi-
zenship Academy, The Work Ethic Academy and The
Keeter Report. 

The site is full of photographs and video clips of
events associated with The Keeter Center and provides
an easy-to-follow guide to everything it represents.

Larry Cockrum, Dean of Administration, oversaw
the new website, but he said the bulk of the credit for its
design and completion should go to Kent Pettit, C of O

webmaster, his student staff and the Computer Center,
and to Sara Franks, Cockrum’s secretary and C of O
graduate. 

Keeter Center Gets New, Improved Website

The word “Character” forms the opening page of the
new Keeter Center website. Access it at www.keeter-
center.edu



By Kyle Calvert

Jazz Band students from College of the
Ozarks traveled to the University of North
Texas, located in Denton, in early April to

____participate in that university’s annual jazz
festival.

Dr. Joe Hardin, assistant professor of
music, took his 12 Jazz Band students to the
festival. The band had sent in an audition tape
in December of 2002, and members were elated
to be chosen over many other colleges to par-
ticipate.

After long hours of rehearsal to be in tip-
top shape for its performance, the band presented three
tunes: “Rio,” by Victor Feldman, “Farmer’s Market,” by
Art Farmer, and the classic “Summertime,” by DuBose
Hayward and George Gershwin.

While at the university, the C of O band got
the chance to perform with other bands from
around the nation. The band also took master
classes from North Texas School of Music fac-
ulty members, which Hardin said were inform-
ative and helpful, both to student band
members and to him as well.

Hardin was thrilled his students had this
opportunity. “This was a tremendous experi-
ence,” he said, “something they won’t forget
for a lifetime. They all benefited from every-
thing they saw and heard.” Hardin added that
the band continues to be enthused about its

performance, and that he plans on having members con-
tinue to audition for performances, both nationally and
locally, for many years to come.
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STUDENT HONORS
C of O Jazz Band Jazzes Up North Texas University

By Kyle Calvert

ACollege of the Ozarks student recently took
home the highest honors at a Phi Alpha Theta
history competition held at Drury University in

Springfield, MO. C of O senior Cheri Williams beat out
20 other students to receive the Best Paper Award.

Williams wrote about “Soaring on the Forefront of
the Environmental Movement: Rosalie Edge’s Fight to
Preserve Hawk Mountain and Create Olympic National
Park.” Her essay received a “Best Paper Award,” as
judged by the Drury history faculty and other Phi Alpha
Theta sponsors at the conference. 

As a key to her research, Williams incorporated
Edge’s unpublished autobiography from Hawk Moun-
tain Preserve in Pennsylvania, which spoke on Edge’s
activism and energy. C of O history professor Dr. Steve
Kneeshaw, Phi Alpha Theta sponsor, said, “Williams was
certainly well-deserving of this award.”

To date, 190 members have been enrolled in Phi
Alpha Theta at College of the Ozarks, where the Upsilon
Nu chapter began in the fall of 1973. History majors initi-
ated into Phi Alpha Theta have a distinguished record of
accomplishments. On three occasions, the chapter has
received recognition in the national Best Chapter compe-
tition, and several of its initiates have won national Phi
Alpha Theta scholarships for graduate studies.

Members have gone on to a variety of professions –

their careers include high school and college teachers,
principals, superintendents, published authors and edi-
tors, lawyers, ministers and government service.
Throughout the years, members of Phi Alpha Theta have
brought great credit to themselves and to the College of
the Ozarks.

Kneeshaw was both proud and honored to have his
students represented at the conference. Other C of O
students who presented their works were Kimmy Bess,
Dana Tabor and Kelly Wisecup.

History Honor Society Scores High at Regional Meet

Professor Joe Hardin
Photo by Kyle Calvert

Members of Phi Alpha Theta include, from left to right:
Kimmy Bess, Kelly Wisecup, Cheri Williams (who won
the Best Paper Award) and Dana Tabor. At far right is
their sponsor Dr. Steve Kneeshaw. 

Photo by Hannah Sparks
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DECEMBER
MEMORIAL SCROLLS

LUPE ADAMS FROM MR. JAMES L.
ADAMS
Harlan Allison from Mrs. Mary Joyce
Longstaff
Mabel Allison from Mrs. Mary Joyce
Longstaff
Jules Aubry from Mrs. Julia Aubry
Paul E. Bakenhus from Mr. Robert L.
Vedell
Frank Beattie from Mrs. Barbara B.
Mercer
Mary Ann Beattie from Mrs. Barbara B.
Mercer
Mattie Beattie from Mrs. Barbara B.
Mercer
Reverend William E. Beattie from Mrs.
Barbara B. Mercer
Elizabeth Bennett from High Island
Presbyterian Church
Mrs. Everett B. Best from Mr. & Mrs.
John C. Moll
Charles Brown from Mrs. Betsy B.
Brown
Alfred G. Cameron from Mrs. Ina F.
Cameron 
G. Adrian Chalfant from Mrs. Adrian
Chalfant
Carolyn Combs from Mr. & Mrs. John M.
Graves

MR. & MRS. GLENN A. DAVIS FROM
MRS. TRULA D. DAVIS
Professor Kirk Denmark from Mrs.
Jean Amundsen
John Dickson from Mr. & Mrs. Roy
Uttinger
G. Stanley Druhot from Mrs. Adrian
Chalfant
Myra Druhot from Mrs. Adrain Chalfant
Edgar C. Foss from Foss Family Trust
Lucille G. Foss from Foss Family Trust
Paul E. Fritzemeyer, Sr. from Miss
Ruth J. Schroeder
Paul E. Fritzemeyer, Jr. from Miss
Ruth J. Schroeder
Dr. Robert M. Good from Sutherland
Foundation
Connie Halbrendt from Ms. Oral E.
Selliken
Anna Jane Harrison from Mrs. Mary Jo
Freeman
John P. Heights from Mr. John A. Heitz
James A. Herrin from Mr. Robert L.
Vedell
Coral Crandall Hodde from Mrs. 
Kathlyn Flaten
Ruth Holland from Mr. & Mrs. Bill F.
Wright, Mrs. JoAnn Largen
Joann Hunt from Dr. & Mrs. E.R. Walker
HELEN JOHANNES FROM MRS.
MARIE H. WINKLER
PETER C. JOHANNES FROM MRS.
MARIE H. WINKLER

Frank Jones from Mrs. Harriet J.
Wallace
Jane Jones from Mrs. Harriet J. Wallace
Jerry Jones from Mr. & Mrs. Bob Graves
W.O. Kellum from Mrs. Evelyn Kellum
ARGIL P. KILLINGSWORTH FROM
MRS. DOROTHY R. KILLINGSWORTH
W.W. Lee from Mrs. W.W. Lee
MAGGIE FROM MRS. MARIE H.
WINKLER
Edward J. McCarroll from Ms. Beverly
J. Ginochio
Edwina McCarroll from Ms. Beverly J.
Ginochio
John Julia McMahan from Mrs.
Raymond Bergstrom
Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Moll from Mr. &
Mrs. John C. Noll
Barton Moore from Mrs. Elaine Barton 
Clem Moore from Mrs. Elaine Barton
Mrs. John F. Moore from Mr. John A.
Moore 
Josephine Murray from Mr. Robert L.
Vedell
Loyd Musick from Mrs. Marjorie Lock-
wood
Nellie Musick from Mrs. Marjorie Lock-
wood
Russell E. Neiswander from Mr. & Mrs.
William H. Vinson
Linda Nottle from Mr. Arthur C.
Schuchardt, Jr. 
Marvin Oetting from Mr. & Mrs. David
E. Sorrell 
Mary J. Oliver from Ms. Ruth Satchell
Ray Owen from Mr. & Mrs. F. Russell
Zartler
Dr. Charles Row from Mr. & Mrs. Don E.
Baker, Mr. Arthur R. Cahill, Robert &
Johnna Welch, Mr. & Mrs. Kevin J. Riley, 
Ms. Mary H. Leslie, Dr. & Mrs. William
Kohl, Dr. & Mrs. Rex Mahlman, Mr. &
Mrs. Paul McIntire, Ms. Marjorie M. Sevi-
er, Mr. & Mrs. James H. McPherson, Jr. 
Louise Rosado Saunders from Ms.
Rosado Wiseman
Joan W. Sears from Mrs. Nancy W. Avery 
Mrs. Frances Setser from Mrs. Carole J.
Jonker
Earle E. Shiner from Mrs. Margaret E.
Shiner
Wayne Sprague from Mrs. Maxine M.
Sprague
Winnie Teutenberg from Mr. Elmer Van-
dergriff 
Edward S. Thomas, Sr. from Dorothy &
Louise Miley
Kelly Urso from Mr. Robert L. Vedell

Memorial Gifts

A GIFT ANNUITY is a means of providing yourself with a guaranteed
income for life at the same time you provide financial support for College of
the Ozarks. Many friends of C of O over the years have created Gift Annu-
ities which eventually result in a gift to the College as a Memorial to them-
selves or friends and relatives that they may designate.
In brief, you give C of O a specific sum of cash, securities or other property.
In consideration of this gift C of O guarantees to pay you a fixed annual
income for life. This income is based on the amount of your gift and your age
(ages) at the time the gift was made. If you are considering a survivor bene-
ficiary or a two-life gift annuity the income is based on the information for
both lives. At the time of your death the principal of your gift is used in sup-
port of our program here at Point Lookout.
The Gift Annuity offers many advantages as a way to make a contribution.
It insures a guaranteed, fixed annual income for life, and in the year you
make your gift a large percent is deductible from your Federal Income Tax
Return as a charitable contribution. If the deduction exceeds the amount
allowed by law in any one year, you may apply the deduction over a period
of as many as five years. In addition, a large portion of your annual income
from the annuity paid to you by C of O will be tax free. It frees you of any
management or investment worries, and you will have the satisfaction of
knowing that you have contributed to the education of young men and
women who otherwise could not aspire to a college degree.
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Vernon L. Valentine from Mr. Robert L.
Vedell
Captain Robert Van Der Maaten from
Mrs. Robert Van Der Maaten
MR. & MRS. WILLIAM A. VINTON
FROM MR. WALTER H. VINTON
Calla Wandling from Ms. Nelle F. Ziebold
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur A. Wetherill from
Mrs. Kathryn McPhee
Dr. Beulah Winfrey from Mr. William E.
Hess
MAYER L. WINKLER FROM MRS.
MARIE H. WINKLER
Rolly Wood from Mrs. Myrtle L. Wood
Jean Wyatt from Mr. J. Brian Wyatt
Art Yehlen from Mr. & Mrs. William G.
Knopf
Stella Yehlen from Mr. & Mrs. William G.
Knopf

DECEMBER HONOR SCROLLS 
Miss Lamar Louise Curry from Mrs.
Blanche Blackwell Ballew and Helen
Blackwell
Miss Lamar Louise Curry’s 96th
Birthday from Mr. & Mrs. Richard J.
Feinstein, Mrs. Jean P. Soman
Tim & Barbara Grasseschi from Mr. &
Mrs. Chuck Easdon 
Harvey & Sherri Gysbers from Mr. &
Mrs. Paul J. Gysbers
Dr. Roy Johnson from Mr. & Mrs.
Francis C. Rockey, Jr. 
JAMES P. KEETER FROM MR. & MRS.
W. JERRY TIDWELL
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Killough from Mrs.
E. S. Hickman
Alvena Kurrelmeyer from Dan & Leona
Kurrelmeyer, Lyle & Marilyn Frisbee,
Kelvin & Kathy Kurrelmeyer, Richard &
Janet Hall
Bill & Joan McCarthy from Mr. & Mrs.
Chuck Easdon
Mr. & Mrs. Dixon Moseley from Mrs.
Jane Hader
Jane Moseley from Mrs. Jane Hader 
Judi Naeter from Mr. & Mrs. George
Onnybecker
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart L. Pierson from Mr.
& Mrs. Harry O. Mueller
Carl Schiffman from Mr. & Mrs. Jim
Schiffman
Dr. George A. Schumacher from Mrs.
Jane Hader
Eleanor Blue Smith from Mrs. Jackie
Smith Cockrell 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Smith from Ms. Hilda W.
Moeller
Dr. & Mrs. A. P. Soldanels from Mrs.
Jane Hader
Jackie Soldanels from Mrs. Jane Hader
Charles B. Wright from Mr. Michael F.
Mullins

JANUARY MEMORIAL SCROLLS
Doris C. Braisted from Ms. Margaret G.
Porter, Ms. Margaret N. Lankton
Marian L. Brostrom from Mr. Donald

Brostrom
G. WARREN BURNS FROM MR. &
MRS. CONRAD MARTIN
Mrs. Joan Chambers from Mr. Robert L.
Benning
Judy Chickering from Dr. George E.
Kiser
Joan Dowell from Mr. & Mrs. Neil S.
Ewing
Tom Edmondson from Mrs. Marilyn A.
Maddux
Reverend & Mrs. R. W. Furkin from Mr.
& Mrs. Harold E. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Griffith from Mr. &
Mrs. Myron J. Goldsworthy
Jack Griffith from Mr. & Mrs. Myron J.
Goldsworthy
Ken Griffith from Mr. & Mrs. Myron J.
Goldsworthy
VALARIE GRAY GRUBS FROM MR. &
MRS. CONRAD MARTIN
Coral Crandall Hodde from Mrs. Kath-
lyn Flaten
William “Buddy” Leonard from Mr. &
Mrs. Conrad Martin
Calvin C. Massey from Mrs. Betty
Massey
Calvin F. Massey from Mrs. Betty
Massey
Gertrude C. Massey from Mrs. Betty
Massey
Victor Glen McBride from McNairy
County Farm Bureau
Robert Mees from Mrs. Leola J. Thom-
sen
Claire Truett from Miss Josephine H.
Spivey
THOMAS “DUTCH” WEEMS FROM
MR. & MRS. CONRAD MARTIN 
LUCILLE WILSON FROM MR. & MRS.
CONRAD MARTIN

JANUARY HONOR SCROLLS
Judi Harris from Mrs. Rosemary Nobles

FEBRUARY MEMORIAL SCROLLS
Thea A. Anderson from  Mr. Oscar O.
Anderson
Doris C. Braisted from Ms. Mary
Eleanor Pratt, Mr. Don F. Hogue, Mrs.
Linda Suchman, Ms. Elizabeth McCauley
Larry Carman from Dr. & Mrs. E. R.
Walker
Dorothy DeMiller from Mr. Karl
DeMiller
Marguerite A. Garrity from Mr. & Mrs.
Jack Dryden
Edith Gittinger from Koch Hydrocarbon,
LP, Dr. & Mrs. P. B. Pattison, Mrs. Irene S.
Lewis, Mr. Arthur R. Cahill, Drs. Michael
& Camille Howell, Mr. & Mrs. Eugene
Youngblood, Dr. & Mrs. Paul Slicer, Mr. &
Mrs. Donald G. Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. Her-
bert Kieth, Mr. Curtis F. Metzler, Mr. &
Mrs. Scott Mier, Presbyterian Women of
Williams Chapel, Dr. & Mrs. Courtney
Furman, Robert & Johnna Welch
EDITH GITTINGER FROM DR.

LEONARD B. GITTINGER, JR. 
Margaret Hardy from Dorothy Miley,
Louise Miley 
Coral Crandall Hodde from Kathlyn
Flaten
Oliver H. Myers from Ms. Mary M.
Gilliland
Mary Louise Pearson from Drs. Michael
& Camille Howell
Harold Reed from Mr. William J.
Timmons, Ms. Ruth M. Jones, Mr. & Mrs.
John G. Hillenbrand, Mrs. Frances L.
Hutter, Mr. & Mrs. David A. Breece, Ms.
Sue Smith, Mr. & Mrs. H. Ross Coleman,
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. McKee, Mr. & Mrs.
Vernon Lockwood, Mr. George F. Brown,
Mr. Charles H. Roach, Mr. & Mrs. Wade P.
Shindlebower, Mr. & Mrs. Frank D.
Kramer, Ms. Jackie S. Eli, Mr. & Mrs.
John Allen Ivy, Mr. & Mrs. James Q.
Houston, The Village Green Men’s Club,
Mr. & Mrs. Fritz E. Brady, Ms. Dorothy
M. Glessner, Village Green Homeowners
Association Board, Mr. & Mrs. Karl Hal-
wes, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Elpers, Ora &
Catherine Williams, Mr. & Mrs. Robert D.
Halstead, Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Geiselman,
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Blackard, Mr. & Mrs.
Kent Butler, Mr. & Mrs. Doyle W. Oursler,
Ms. Lucille Lowenkamp
Frances Rice from Ms. Mary Ellen
Mealiff, Loreta Wynne, Robert & Sue
Wynne, Mabel Cervenka, Jeff & Kathy
Buckman, Heather Buckman, Jessica
Buckman, Ethan Buckman, Tanner Buck-
man, Chuck & Martha Wood, Jim & Deb-
orah Heavner, Kim Wiggans, Judy Clark,
R. Phillips, Ms. Joann Wood, Mr. & Mrs.
Wayne Hackman, Mr. & Mrs. Terry
Echternacht, Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie Hayes,
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn DeMoss, Mr. & Mrs.
Ernest Mealiff, Mr. & Tony Killen, Mr.
Glen Bixenmann, Ms. Gladys Larrick, Mr.
& Mrs. Kevin Blew, Mr. & Mrs. David
Hayes, Mr. & Mrs. Bob Smith, Mr. & Mrs.
Craig DeMoss, Ms. Janice Rice, Mr.
Richard L. Kemp, Mr. & Mrs. John H. Lar-
rrick, Ms. Vena Gregory, Mr. & Mrs. Gary
DeMoss, Mr. & Mrs. Clay L. Foster, Ms.
Carol L. Walker, Ms. Dolares White,  Mr.
& Mrs. Keith Killen, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd
Timbrook, Ms. Dorothy VanWinkle, Mr. &
Mrs. Rod VanWinkle & family
Mildred Roden from Noralee Faulkner,
Elk Horn Prairie Chapter DAR
Dr. Charles Row from Mr. & Mrs. Bob
Stimson
Marion E. Russell from Mrs. Alan
Eckhart
Laura Sodowsky from Elk Horn Prairie
Chapter DAR
Marian Stokes from Dan Stokes, Rhoda
Fairchild Chapter DAR

NAMES IN CAPITAL LETTERS REP-
RESENT GIFTS OF $1,000 OR MORE.
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The C of O Press is busy filling orders of programs
and other promotional materials. The Press often works
late nights on short deadlines to complete tournament
programs on time. Sometimes it is not known who or
what to print in the programs until five days before the
event due to the timing of some of the other conference
tournaments. 

The Bonner Community Service Program even helps
out during the national tournament. “We are responsible
for taking tickets and making sure that everyone who
comes through the front doors has a ticket,” said Jerri
Arnold-Cook, Bonner Community Service director. 

The Student Alumni Association is responsible for
acting as the team hosts during the week. The members
of SAA make sure the locker rooms are cleaned for each
team. They also sit behind the teams during the games in
case they happen to need anything. SAA is also respon-
sible for manning the souvenir stands.

Area schools support the NAIA National Tourna-
ment in many ways. Many of the participating teams
cannot afford to bring their pep bands, so C of O has
enlisted the services of local pep bands to play through-
out the tournament.

This year, College of the Ozarks and the NAIA
teamed up to sponsor the first ever “Champions of Char-
acter” Essay Contest. The NAIA’s Champions of Charac-
ter initiative focuses on creating an environment in
which every NAIA student-athlete, coach, official and
spectator is committed to the true spirit of competition
through respect, integrity, responsibility, servant leader-
ship and sportsmanship.

Area schools are always invited to bring their fourth,
fifth and sixth graders to the tournament free of charge.
For the first time this year, however, Ozark Mountain
Bank sponsored an essay contest for students attending
the tournament. Students were encouraged to put into
writing their thoughts about character and sportsman-
ship. 

One winner was selected from each grade level from
every school that participated. Each winner was award-
ed a $50 savings bond provided by Ozark Mountain
Bank and their essays were displayed in Keeter Gymna-
sium during the tournament.

“The essay contest was a unique way to unite the
NAIA’s Champions of Character program with the Col-
lege and the youth in our area, said contest coordinator,
Dean of Admissions Marci Linson.  “We’re pleased to be
working with Ozark Mountain Bank on such a reward-
ing project.”

The C of O faculty and administration are also down
in the trenches working during the tournament week.
Registrar Fran Forman is in charge of getting all the
teams checked in and registered; Rodney Arnold, Dean
of Development, helps out in the ticket booth; Helen
Youngblood, Director of Alumni Affairs, is in charge of
souvenir sales; and Gabe Miller from the Computer Cen-
ter organizes ticket sales and any other computer issues
associated with the tournament.

For months beforehand, the C of O community
works hard to put the finishing touches on the National
Tournament. By the time the championship ends, stu-
dents, faculty and staff are definitely ready for a much-
needed Spring Break.

Staffer Janet Miller at the console of the computerized
scoreboard that encourages spectators to get fired up for
the game, as well as presenting scores and statistics. 

TODAY’S TOP STORY continued from page 3


