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Former White House Press Secretary Speaks on 
“Overcoming Adversity”



“Celebration 101,” 
held at Home-
coming, was 

the culminating event of the 
Centennial Year. Along with 
traditional events such as the 
Homecoming Parade and 
activity booths, a couple of 
less traditional events, spe-
cial for the Centennial Finale, 
took place. These included a 
time capsule burial and the 
unveiling of a 101-pound 
fruitcake at a celebration 
reception. When the future 
family of Hard Work U. opens 

the time capsule in 2057, they will find a Bible and Ameri-
can flag resting on top. Incidentally, these are two items 
alumnus York Jackson (class of 1919) placed in a capsule 
that rested in the cornerstone of Abernathy Hall for many 
years. There is comfort knowing that the same values 
cherished today were present at the institution long ago.

This year, special attention was focused on the Col-
lege’s mission and history; however, we should not lose 
sight of these once the celebration has faded. They serve 
as an anchor to the foundational values of the institution. 
The mission, in particular, must be celebrated, as well as 
preserved.

Even though the Centennial Celebration ended in 
November, the College continues to bustle with activity. 
Former White House Press Secretary Mr. Tony Snow vis-
ited the campus December 6, and spoke on “Overcoming 
Adversity” at the Fall Gittinger Community Convocation. 
Mr. Snow has indeed seen his share of adversity, battling 
not only the White House Press Corps, but also cancer, 
which has threatened his life more than once. No doubt 
his message benefited all who heard it. Many of our stu-
dents are facing their own hardships and are in a fight to 
overcome them. Mr. Snow is winning his fight. There are 
times throughout our lives when we need to hear from 
individuals like Tony Snow. They can offer the inspira-
tional push we need to finish the battle. Please read more 
about his visit on page 8-9.

Another special visitor, Dr. Del Tackett, President of 
Focus on the Family Institute, also provided the students 
with food for thought. He presented the “Truth Proj-
ect,” an intense two-day Christian training seminar, to 
students and community members alike. College of the 
Ozarks was the first college in the nation to host the Proj-
ect, and student Joy Carpenter wrote about her experi-
ence participating in it. Turn to page 7 to read her essay. 

In addition to hosting great speakers, the College 
held the Armstrong McDonald Hospital Dedication, 
enjoyed the Centenary Production entitled “Miracle in the 
Ozarks—A Celebration,” and 
saw the Chorale and Hand-
bell Choir journey overseas 
to Europe to hold concerts in 
Prague, the Czech Republic, 
and Vienna, Austria. 

As you can see, it has 
already been a great start to 
a new century. God bless you 
and your family in the New 
Year.
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Personality Profile
General Terrence R. Dake

By Jessica White

General Terrence R. Dake, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, has seen a lifetime 

of great achievements based on hard 
work. General Dake spent 34 years 
in the United States Marine Corps, 
retiring as Assistant Commandant, 
and has held civilian titles including 
Senior Vice President, U.S. Govern-
ment & International Military Busi-
ness, for Bell Helicopter Textron, and 
Senior Advisor to the C.E.O. of Aviall 
Services, Inc. Dedicating many years 
to the U.S. Marine Corps, is it any 
surprise that he got his start at a col-
lege known for producing students of 
character, integrity, and hard work? 

General Dake was born on July 
22, 1944, in Nebraska, and grew up 
in the Ozarks. He came to The School 
of the Ozarks, then a junior college, 
pursuing his undergraduate degree. 
General Dake had decided to attend 
S of O because of its uniqueness and 
the opportunity for a debt-free edu-
cation in exchange for following the 
requirements of the College’s work 
program.

While on campus, General Dake 
worked at The School’s furniture fac-
tory where students made church fur-

niture, including 
the pews and 
wo odwork i ng 
still part of the 
campus chapel. 
During the sum-
mers, he helped 
can tomatoes in 
the S of O Can-
nery. The work 
ethic C of O helps 
to instill in its stu-
dents is one of the 
things General Dake said he values 
most about his time with the College. 
“Too often you don’t have to work 
for something, and it’s just handed 
to you,” he said. Students that come 
to the College are taught the value 
of hard work and where it can get 
you in life. This was demonstrated 
in General Dake’s life, as well. He 
described the College as a “launch-
ing point” that helped him succeed 
in military and civilian life.

After earning his degree from S 
of O, General Dake went on to fin-
ish his undergraduate degree at the 
University of Arkansas. He earned 
his master’s degree from Pepperdine 
University.

General Dake began his military 

service in 1966, when he graduated 
from Officer Candidate School in 
Quantico, Virginia. He said he decid-
ed to go into the military primarily 
because he had always wanted to be 
a pilot, and the Marines provided 
a way to achieve that goal. He also 
admits that he had admired the 
Marines, as well as other veterans, 
who served in WWII. 

Among his many other military 
achievements with the U.S. Marine 
Corps, General Dake was designated 
a Naval Aviator, acquired more than 
6,000 flight hours, served as Presi-
dent Reagan’s helicopter pilot, and 
was eventually promoted to Assis-
tant Commandant.

Even during active duty he 
remained connected to the Col-
lege, attending several of the char-
acter convocations. In 2000, during 
the convocation with General Colin 
Powell, General Dake was part of a 
memorable event when both Gener-
als presented Private First Class Roy 
Hopper (an S of O alumnus) a belated 
diploma. PFC Hopper had served in 
WWII and was taken as a prisoner 
of war, which precluded his gradua-
tion. With General Dake’s respect and 
admiration for veterans of WWII, it 
was fitting that he helped with this 
occasion. 

While he was still on active duty, 
General Dake accepted a position 
on the College of the Ozarks Board 
of Trustees. He said that he accept-
ed because he enjoys young people 
and appreciates what the College has 
done for him. He retired from the 
Marines with the rank of Four Star 
General on September 7, 2000. Gen-
eral Dake began his term as Chair-
man of the Board this year.

Terrence Dake 
Yearbook photo 

1964

General Colin Powell (L) and General Terrence Dake present PFC Roy  
Hopper with his belated diploma.

"Too often you don't 
have to work for some-
thing, and it's just 
handed to you."



Request Form
p �Please send me information regarding a charitable gift 

annuity. 
p �Please call me regarding a question I have about endow- 

ments. 
p �Please send me additional information on trusts and 

other estate planning tools.
p �I am considering College of the Ozarks in my estate 

plan. Please send me information on how to do so. 
p �I have remembered College of the Ozarks in my estate 

or trust. 

Name__________________________________________

Address________________________________________

City____________________________________________

State/Zip_ ______________________________________

Telephone_______________________________________

E-mail__________________________________________

Please �complete and mail to:	  
Tim Huddleston 
Development Office, College of the Ozarks, 
P. O. Box 17, Point Lookout, MO 65726.
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A GIFT ANNUITY is a means of providing your-
self with a guaranteed income for life at the same time 
you provide financial support for College of the Ozarks. 
Many friends of C of O over the years have created Gift 
Annuities, which eventually result in a gift to the Col-
lege as a memorial to themselves or friends and rela-
tives whom they may designate.

In brief, you give C of O a specific sum of cash, secu-
rities, or other property. In consideration of this gift, C 
of O guarantees to pay you a fixed annual income for 
life. This income is based on the amount of your gift 
and your age (ages) at the time the gift was made. If you 
are considering a survivor beneficiary or a two-life gift 
annuity, the income is based on the information for both 
lives. At the time of your death, the principal of your gift 
is used in support of our program at Point Lookout.

The Gift Annuity offers many advantages as a way 
to make a contribution. It insures a guaranteed, fixed 
annual income for life, and in the year you make your 
gift a large percent is deductible from your Federal 
Income Tax Return as a charitable contribution. If the 
deduction exceeds the amount allowed by law in any 
one year, you may apply the deduction over a period 
of as many as five years. In addition, a large portion of 
your annual income from the annuity paid to you by C 
of O will be tax free. It frees you of any management or 
investment worries, and you will have the satisfaction 
of knowing that you have contributed to the education 
of young men and women who otherwise could not 
aspire to a college degree.

We  could not do it without you!
You are a valued member of the 
College of the Ozarks family.

Your gifts are greatly appreciated by College of the Ozarks  

students whose lives they touch each and every day.

Please accept our sincere appreciation for 

your continued prayers and financial support.

t h a n k  y o u

C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  O z a r k s®
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Armstrong McDonald Hospital
Dedication

By Kellen Hall

According to the May 1951 Ozark Visitor, “An aus-
picious occasion for School of the Ozarks took 
place on May 3, 1951: the dedication of its new 

hospital.”
Named for the late wife of the late Mr. J. M. McDon-

ald, Sr., benefactor, the building contained an apartment 
for Miss Constance Downs, the school nurse; a ward 
for girls and a ward for boys, both containing eight 
beds, adjoining bathroom; a dressing room; and a util-
ity room. Also incorporated in the 1951 version of the 
Josephine Armstrong McDonald Hospital was a laundry 
room, X-ray room, and dental room. The second floor 
was “thoughtfully and attractively furnished,” (1951, 
Ozark Visitor) as a dormitory for 62 girls.

Fifty-six years later, renovation to the interior of the 
Josephine Armstrong McDonald Hospital is complete, 
and the first semester of classes for the nursing major 
have been conducted. Inside the south hallway of the 
newly-refurbished Josephine Armstrong McDonald Hos-
pital is the Armstrong McDonald Nursing Learning Lab, 
which includes three simulation rooms, two observation 
rooms, two wards, and a computer/lecture classroom, 
as well as other beneficial rooms such as a medication 
simulation room.

Down the north hallway is McDonald Student Clin-
ic. Fifteen student workers use the reception desk area, 
waiting room, pharmacy, three exam rooms, six hold-
ing rooms, and a work area/kitchen to assist students in 
their times of illness.

The second level is still used as a girls’ dormitory, 
able to house about 70 students.

A Dedication of the Hospital was held October 22, 
2007. Tours of the facility followed the Dedication cere-
mony. It began with President Jerry C. Davis welcoming 
the many faculty, staff, students, donors, and support-
ers in attendance. Dr. Janice Williams, nursing program 

director, and Mrs. 
Tami Riley, R.N., 
nurse, McDon-
ald Clinic, spoke 
about the new 
program and 
building.

“Thanks to 
the Trustees for 
making a life-
time difference 
and challenge to 
embrace oppor-
tunities to get an 
education,” said 
Dr. Williams. She 
then highlight-
ed the growing 
need for nurses 
across the nation 
and how the building would contribute to the fulfillment 
of that great need. Mrs. Riley shared about a different 
need, the necessity for a quality on-campus clinic. After 
13 years as the College nurse, Mrs. Riley has witnessed 
the benefit a clinic brings to students.

“This new facility will meet that continual need and 
provide many health care benefits for students,” she 
said.

Laurie McDonald Bouchard, granddaughter of the 
late Mr. J. M. McDonald, Sr., shared her excitement of 
the dedication. “The pride I have [about the renovation] 
would surely have been shared by my grandparents,” 
she said.

With the dedication of Josephine Armstrong McDon-
ald Hospital will come many years of healthcare and 
nursing learning opportunities. 

Laurie McDonald Bouchard cuts the 
ceremonial ribbon at the Dedica-
tion.

Pictured: The first group of nursing students in the computer lab area of the Armstrong McDonald Nursing Learn-
ing Lab.
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Homecoming 2007
‘‘Celebration 101’’

By Sarah LeDoux

College of the Ozarks students spent 2007 reflecting on 
the past 100 years. The Centennial Finale at Homecom-
ing shifted focus to ushering in the next century. Home-

coming is an exciting time at the College, and this year was 
no exception. Saturday’s activities included student booths, a 
parade, the rededication of the Alumni Laundry, the unveiling 
of the 101-pound fruitcake, and a time capsule burial.

Saturday morning and into afternoon, students displayed 
their creativity by setting up booths in the activity field to sup-
port their various clubs and organizations. Despite crisp weath-
er, many enjoyed booths like the Art Club’s pie throwing and 
Agriculture Club’s calf petting booths. Barbeque and heaping 
chili bowls were served at the dorm booths.

The traditional parade route followed Opportunity Ave. 
from Memorial Fieldhouse to the Fire Department. The Home-
coming court, Bobcat athletes, and clubs like Act I and Col-
lege Republicans cheerfully waved and dispersed candy along 
the way. The theme, “Celebration 101” was reflected in many 
floats.

The Alumni Laundry rededication was held after the 
parade. The initial dedication of the building occurred 46 years 
ago; some of the alumni who were in attendance at the original 
dedication were at the rededication. The Alumni Association 
collected $250,000 to refurbish the building and, to the delight 
of the students, among other updates was the addition of cen-
tral heating and cooling.

Later on, while they sampled slices of fruitcake, alumni 
and students had the chance to admire the 101-pound fruitcake 
made by students for the end of the Centennial Celebration. The 
Fruitcake and Jelly Kitchen baked the enormous confection. A 
copy of the fruitcake recipe was included in the time capsule.

The ceremonious lowering of the time capsule took place 
shortly afterwards. The time capsule, which contains articles 
representing the Centennial Year, will be opened November 
3, 2057. Jesse Bright, student body president, spoke about some 
items in the time capsule including a scroll signed by Home-
coming attendees, a Bible, and an American flag. A student sur-
vival kit which contained a computer flash-drive, cell phone, 
I-pod, and Starbucks gift card was also inserted.

The 2007 Homecoming Court included (left to right) 
Katie Madsen, 3rd runner-up; Kellen Hall, 1st run-
ner-up; Rebekah Howard, Queen; Genna Yabusaki, 
2nd runner-up; Jessica Haynes, 4th runner-up.

Mrs. Shirley Davis, wife of C of O President Jerry 
Davis, lowered the time capsule into its vault.

The 1957 High School and Junior College basketball team was recognized during the Homecoming ball game.

“I am proud of how The College has remained 
true to its mission,” said Eden Doss, a sophomore 
at College of the Ozarks. “I hope that I will be able 
to see them continue that tradition into the next 50 
years.” 

The 100-year celebration has drawn to a close at 
College of the Ozarks, but the future looks bright as 
the College welcomes the next century.
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The Truth Project
Through the Eyes of a Believer

By Joy Carpenter

“Do you really believe 
that what you believe is 
really real?” That was 

the question asked by Dr. Del Tack-
ett during The Truth Project seminar 
hosted at the College in November. 
As one of 150 students who attend-
ed the seminar, I was particularly 
excited, because C of O was the first 
college ever to host this event. More 
than 500 people, some who traveled 
300 miles, shared my eagerness in 
hearing Dr. Tackett.

Dr. Tackett is a former White 
House staff member of the Bush Sr. 
administration and a retired Lt. Col-
onel in the Air Force. Presently, he 
serves as President of The Focus on 
the Family Institute and Vice-Presi-
dent of Focus on the Family.

When the first night of the semi-
nar came, I was like a sponge, ready 
to soak up every word that might 
better my knowledge of God. As the 
seminar began, Dr. Tackett told the 
audience of a study that was con-
ducted by the Barna Research Group 
which revealed that only nine per-
cent of professing Christians hold a 
biblical point of view. The questions 
asked by Barna were simple, such as: 
Do you believe that Jesus is the son of 
God? Do you believe that Jesus died 
on the Cross for the renewal of our 
sins? 

I was shocked when I heard that 
statistic. I began to wonder if I would 
be in that nine percent. Do others 
see me as a true follower of Christ 
or just someone who professes to be 
a Christian? How do they know I’m 
different? 

Then I got it; people know I’m 
different by the way I talk, the way I 
act, the way I live every day. In every 
action I complete, there is a purpose 
for it. Whether I someday work for 
Focus on the Family or a local hospi-
tal, God has a plan for me, and I am 
absolutely determined that my own 
plans will not stand in the way.

Dr. Tackett gave the example of 
Isaiah in the Temple. Isaiah didn’t 
believe that he was good enough to 
live his life totally devoted to God, 
but that didn’t stop God from using 
him. Even though I, like all human 
beings, am full of sin and heartache, 
God is going to use my life to teach 
others of His love. 

I must render every ounce of my 
will to God and His purpose. If I am 
not willing to do that, then I am in 
disobedience to the Father. I know 
the only way to do this is through 
much prayer and to trust that God is 
holding me in his hands and equip-
ping me with His word to go out 
and live a genuine life of faith. Even 
though these truths were a part of 
my Christian faith before the semi-
nar, The Truth Project revived them.

I was able to meet with Dr. 
Tackett briefly at the beginning of 
the Truth Project and find out more 
about its purpose. The Truth Project’s 
mission is to start an exponential 
change within the body of Christ, to 
encourage Christians to be different 
from unbelievers, and to live their 
life from a biblical perspective. 

Dr. Tackett said that when he 
worked at The White House, he had 

the opportunity to study old sermons 
and documents of our nation’s his-
tory. He found that the prospect of 
life 200 years ago was radically dif-
ferent than today; Christians no lon-
ger hold a confidence in God’s word 
like was once prevalent. The body of 
Christ today has become weakened, 
and in order to rise up, Christians 
must renew their relationship with 
Christ. 

When asked why he believes The 
Truth Project has seen so much suc-
cess Dr. Tackett  said, “Prayer is abso-
lute key,” and proceeded to tell the 
story from Mark 9, when Jesus healed 
a man but the disciples could not. 
Jesus told them that it required direct 
contact with the Father—prayer. 

The answer was simple, but suf-
ficient. Prayer is the only reason more 
than 300,000 Christians are being 
transformed through The Truth Proj-
ect. “It’s not Del Tackett; it’s God 
that’s doing this,” he said.

In addition to a powerful, two-
day seminar, those who attended 
were equipped with a set of DVDs 
that explore the topic further. Attend-
ees were trained and encouraged to 
hold small groups in their homes to 
spread the message to fellow believ-
ers, and to encourage them to do the 
same.

The Truth Project revealed to 
me that God is the only reason I am 
here. Whatever my life’s goals and 
ambitions may be, God is the one 
who stays constant, and I am the one 
who must conform. If I attempt with 
all my heart, soul, and mind, and 
strength to follow Him, then I have 
done my part.  

About the author: Joy Carpenter 
is a senior majoring in Communica-
tion Arts with an emphasis in Pub-
lic Relations. Her goal is to someday 
open a retreat for church groups and 
pastors and their families.

Joy Carpenter with Dr. Del Tackett
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Former Press Secretary Tony Snow
"Overcoming Adversity"

By Amanda Manuel

Former White House Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow immedi-
ately appeared relaxed and 

comfortable addressing an expectant 
audience at the Keeter Gymnasium 
Thursday, December 6. His message, 
“Overcoming Adversity: Beating the 
Odds and Passing the Tests,” included 
his experiences battling colon cancer 
and working for the Bush Adminis-
tration. Snow has battled cancer in 
years past, and he was successfully 
treated for a recurrence of the disease 
earlier this year. 

Prior to delivering his address, 
Snow helped honor three individu-
als who had battled their own adver-
sities. Janelle Stolz, a 2007 graduate 
of College of the Ozarks, Martin 
Niboh, Assistant Professor of Math 
and Physics at College of the Ozarks, 
and the family of Earl Woodard (S of 
O class of 1938) were given special 
recognition for their life experiences 
with overcoming adversity.

Snow conversationally told sto-
ries of the unexpected challenges in 

this life. A few months before Sep-
tember 11, he and his family were 
displaced by a house fire. In Febru-
ary 2005, Snow was diagnosed with 
colon cancer. After successful colon 
surgery, he began a course of chemo-
therapy treatment and returned to 
work at FOX News in April 2005. In 
March 2007, ten months after becom-
ing White House Press Secretary, 
Snow’s doctors discovered his can-
cer had returned with tumors found 
in his abdomen. Vowing to fight the 
disease once again, Snow, 51, father 
of three, underwent surgery. In April 
2007, he resumed his White House 
duties and began a second round of 
chemotherapy treatment, which he 
completed just prior to leaving the 
Bush Administration.

“You’re going to face a variety of 
challenges in your life,” Snow said. 
“Embrace the adversity, and real-
ize you’ll learn from it. You’ll learn 
how to survive it; you’ll learn how to 
reach out to others; and you’ll learn 
how to return the favor when adver-
sity strikes them as well.”

Snow said he has come to view 
tests as unexpected blessings and 
chances to embrace life more fully 
and abundantly. 

“God relishes surprise. We want 
lives of simple, predictable ease, but 
God likes to go off-road. He provokes 
us with twists and turns,” Snow said. 
“He places us in predicaments that 
seem to defy our endurance and 
comprehension—and yet don’t. By 
His love and grace, we persevere. 
The challenges that make our hearts 
leap and stomachs churn invariably 
strengthen our faith and grant mea-
sures of wisdom and joy we wouldn’t 
experience otherwise.” 

Even Snow’s career opportuni-
ties have been unexpected. Prior to 
his position as Press Secretary, Snow 
served as Director of Speechwriting 
and Deputy Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Media Affairs for President 
George H. W. Bush. He jokingly told 
the story of how he was asked to 
become the White House Press Sec-
retary. 

Snow answered a phone call 
from Josh Bolten—who carried out 
a swift White House makeover after 
taking over as Chief of Staff. “It was 
like being asked to be a slab of meat 
in the lion’s cage,” Snow said. When 
the audience’s laughter quieted, 
Snow said Bolten’s persistence over-
came his own reluctance the day the 

Dr. Martin Niboh faced adversity 
growing up in Cameroon, Africa. 
Even though he’s now far from his 
troubled homeland, he founded the 
Torchbearer Foundation, a grass-
roots ministry which provides essen-
tials in education and infrastructure 
to people in Cameroon.

Mr. Snow helps the College recog-
nize Janelle Stolz, a recent C of O 
graduate.
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two met at the Oval office and the moment President 
Bush asked Snow to work for him. 

“You don’t know where your life’s going to end up, 
but the unexpected can make the day wonderful, and 
the adversity you face will make your life a blessing,” 
Snow said.

Snow encouraged the audience to consider faith, 
trust, and humility as three requirements for facing 
adversity. He said faith is the ability to look beyond an 
immediate crisis by leaning on God and trusting the 
Holy Spirit. Snow said trust is also the ability to depend 
on others for help. Snow added, “If you are not humble, 
someone will make you that way.”  

Before speaking at the convocation, Snow answered 
questions from 75 Journalism and Communication stu-
dents during a private question and answer session. Stu-
dents asked questions about his job and life experiences 
ranging from White House Press Secretary to playing for 
the 70s rock band, “Beats Workin’.”

Snow is an avid musician. He plays the flute, alto 
flute, soprano saxophone, alto saxophone, tenor saxo-
phone, and guitar. Teaching has also been a huge part 
of Snow’s career. He taught physics and geography in 
Kenya and was a substitute teacher in Cincinnati, teach-
ing everything from calculus to art. He also worked as 
an advocate for the mentally ill and developmentally 
disabled in North Carolina. 

Snow has spent a quarter of a century in the news 
business. He’s worked in all three major media—print, 
radio, and television. He started his career in 1979 as an 
editorial writer for The Greensboro Record in North Caro-
lina and went on to write editorials for The Virginian-
Pilot in Norfolk. He ran the editorial pages in both The 
Daily Press of Newport News and The Washington Times. 
He’s written nationally syndicated columns for both The 
Detroit News and USA Today.

For seven years, he served as the host of FOX News 
Sunday. Most recently, he reached Americans all across 
our country as the host of The Tony Snow Show on FOX 
News Radio, and Weekend Live with Tony Snow on the 
FOX News Channel.

He advised students to keep their options open, if 
they are considering a job in the media. Snow said the 
media industry is continually evolving and has changed 
in the 25 years he’s been in the business. Despite the 
changes, he advised students to learn how to write, 
speak, and become quick, ardent learners. 

“Hold yourself to a higher standard,” he said. “Over-
night stars will crash and burn because they don’t have 
integrity.”

Embracing life with the right attitude was a major 
part of Snow’s responses. Snow told students he was 
still on chemotherapy but objected to the illness taking 
over his life. Students heard him talk about the impor-
tance of diversity in life. He is not only the retired Press 
Secretary, he is a musician; he’s a writer, a father, and a 
husband. 

Steven Bradley, a junior at College of the Ozarks, 
asked Snow how his faith served him in the White 
House. “Faith is very important because it can help you 
put hardship in perspective,” he said. “Faith allows you 
to look past the present tempest into the future.”

Snow challenged students to love life, keep learn-
ing, and never give up. His life story is optimistic in 
the face of hardship and determined in the face of fear. 
Snow taught his audience to expect surprise, expect to 
feel ready to help yourself, and expect to help loved ones 
handle the same shocks and setbacks that, in the end, 
form bonds and develop strength.

The family of Earl Woodard received his posthumous 
recognition. Mr. Woodard graduated from S of O in 
1938 and went on to serve his country during WWII. 
His bomber went down in enemy territory, but miracu-
lously, Mr. Woodard was spared by the French under-
ground.

Mr. Snow visited the Stained Glass Department on his 
tour of the campus. Student Ginnifer Martin demon-
strates how to solder pieces together.
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Centenary Production
Miracle in the Ozarks—A Celebration

By Kristin Lundgren

If you take a look back at Col-
lege of the Ozarks past theatre 
productions, such as “Fiddler on 

The Roof,” “Into The Woods,” and 
“The Boys Next Door,” you might 
immediately recognize the titles. This 
year’s fall production, “Miracle in the 
Ozarks—A Celebration,” brought a 
new name to the stage. 

Even though the name may not 
stand out like those of other pro-
ductions, the characters portrayed 
throughout the play, as well as the 
history of The School, were familiar 
to many playgoers. Based on the book 
Miracle in the Ozarks by Jerry C. Davis, 
the play incorporated anecdotes from 
countless alumni and past employ-
ees of the institution. A few of those 
alumni and retirees were able to see 
their story come alive on stage. Those 
who weren’t familiar with the stories 
soon learned to appreciate them. 
Curtis Wilson, who portrayed cur-
rent President Jerry C. Davis, found 
himself part of an interesting situa-
tion. “I know the people I am play-
ing; I attend the college I am talking 
about. Usually the plays that I am in 
happen in a different time and place 
than I am used to. This show changes 
that for me.” 

“Miracle in the Ozarks,” was 
an entirely homegrown production. 
Mark Young, C of O chair of perform-
ing and professional arts, turned the 
book Miracle in the Ozarks into a stage 
production and directed the play. 
Over 40 cast members, some playing 
multiple roles to cover 66 parts, were 
required for the play. It covered 100 
years of the school’s history, high-
lighting certain events and tragedies 
which it faced. 

One story in particular brought 
laughter to the crowd. It went some-
thing like this: The School had invit-
ed First Lady Pat Nixon to be a guest 
speaker. To ensure her safety, the CIA 
sent an agent disguised as a prospec-
tive professor to check out the Col-
lege. During this time the nation was 
seeing much unrest, with riots and 
protests generally led by students. 

The secret service agent, played 
by student Sam Midkiff, came to 
inspect the campus. However, his 
attire, a white button down shirt, 
blazer, tie, and sunglasses, made him 
conspicuous. 

He told a student, “I am a pro-
spective teacher. I was just wonder-

ing about this school; it sounds too 
squeaky clean.” 

With a questioning look the 
boy responded, “Well, I don’t think 
the people at the dairy would think 
that.” 

“No, I don’t mean that. Other 
college students are burning down 
buildings and causing riots. Does 
that happen around here?”

The student turned with a grin 
and replied, “Sir, if we would burn 
down these buildings, we would be 
back the next day building them.” 
This scene reveals the pride and 
sense of ownership students have of 
the campus. 

Another story threaded into the 
play was about former School of the 
Ozarks President Robert McGowan 
Good, also referred to as Doc Good. 
Doc Good came to The School from 
Mississippi. His dedication to The 
School and his faith in God went 
hand-in-hand as he served The 
School for over 50 years. 

Shortly after arriving, he found 
interest in the math teacher, Lyta 
Davis. They were married in June 

continued on page  14

C of O Alumnus Bonita Orr Bailey 
(L) meets Valerie Baldwin who por-
trayed the character Bonita Orr, an S 
of O student, in the play.

Dr. Davis presents Chair of Performing and Professional Arts Mark Young 
and Assistant Professor of Theatre Lisa Young with a Resolution from the 
Board of Trustees expressing appreciation for Mr. and Mrs. Young’s and 
the Theatre Department students’ hard work  in producing “Miracle in the 
Ozarks—A Celebration.”
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A New Record
101-Pound Fruitcake Ends Centennial Celebration

By Amanda Manuel

Gathered around the warming 
oven, visitors held up their 
cameras hoping to snap a 

quick picture of the 101-pound fruit-
cake before it slid into the oven at the 
College of the Ozarks Fruitcake and 
Jelly Kitchen. 

“I hope the pineapples don’t slide 
off,” said Mary Richardson, a visitor 
from California, as student workers 
struggled to get a grip on the pan 
measuring 29 inches across and 12 
inches tall. 

This gigantic fruitcake marked 
the end of the Centennial celebration 
and the beginning of the year 101. 

The fruitcake tradition at College 
of the Ozarks began in the 1930s. 
Foods and nutrition teacher Anna-
belle McMaster and her students 
made the fruitcakes for Dr. Good, and 
the department eventually earned its 
first electric stove. 

Continuing McMaster’s legacy, 
Mynette Ulrich, the supervisor of the 
Fruitcake and Jelly Kitchen, helped 
students mix 12 pounds of raisins 
and 12 pounds of cherries, among 
many other ingredients, for the spe-
cial fruitcake batter. Ulrich said fig-
uring out how to bake the fruitcake 
took nearly two years. 

Kitchen Supervisor Carolyn 
Crisp monitored the weight require-
ments and adjusted baking condi-
tions. Crisp said much of their effort 
went into hitting the 99 pounds of 
fruitcake batter requirement.

“The total weight of the cake 
depends on the varying weights of 
the batches plus the total weight of 
the pan’s base and liner,” Crisp said. 

Ron Sooter, supervisor in the 
College’s sheet metal shop, began 
making the custom pan in February 
2006. Sooter made several adjust-
ments to the pan before the fruitcake 
could bake without burning around 
the edges. 

“Aluminum conducts heat so 
well you can barely touch it,” Sooter 

said. “Adding insulation holds the 
heat away from the edges.”

Sooter also placed 12 aluminum 
prongs inside the pan. The three-
quarter-inch prongs reduced the total 
baking time by cooking the inside of 
the fruitcake. 

Allowing 13 hours for the fruit-
cake to bake, the students and super-
visors removed it from the oven at 
5:30 a.m. the next day. The fruitcake 
baked completely from the inside 
without burnt edges. 

Ulrich and Crisp recruited 
Kelsey Bishop, a junior art student 
who worked in the Kitchen over the 
summer, to decorate the fruitcake 
with the Celebration 101 logo. Bishop 
patterned colorful pineapples, cher-
ries, and pecans on a piece of wax 
paper before placing them on top of 
the fruitcake. 

“I was glad to make it,” Bishop 
said. “I sliced pineapple in half to 
make the design, and then I spent 
two hours trying different things.”

As part of the campus-wide effort, 

the College’s Construction depart-
ment built an oak pedestal to display 
the cake; chefs from The Keeter Cen-
ter offered their advice, and a scale 
was borrowed from Edwards Mill to 
make sure the weight was correct.

With such a big fruitcake, Col-
lege officials began to think it would 
qualify for a Guiness World Record. 
But alas, it would not satisfy Guin-
ness’ minimum weight requirement 
of 250 pounds. Besides, a 250-pound 
fruitcake didn’t have the ring that 
a 101-pound fruitcake has. It also 
didn’t fit well with the “Centennial 
101” theme. However, the fruitcake 
gained significant national expo-
sure. KSFX-27, the FOX News affili-
ate, broadcast the story nationwide. 
As a result, congratulating calls were 
received from all over the nation 
from Arizona to Chicago. K-LOVE, 
a national Christian radio broadcast, 
featured a story on the fruitcake as 
well. National coverage and campus-
wide efforts made the 101-pound 
fruitcake a success. 

Student Kelsey Bishop and Supervisor Mynette Ulrich carefully place can-
died fruit on the unbaked fruitcake.
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Timeline 2000-2007
The College Continues to Blossom

April 11, 2000 Former President Gerald Ford visits 
C of O to speak at the Citizenship Forum.
September 18, 2000 Professor of Business Dr. 

Beulah Winfrey dies at the age of 72, after more than 
50 years serving the College.

October, 2000 General Colin Powell speaks at College of 
the Ozarks, emphasizing patriotism and character.

March 15, 2001 Dr. M. Graham Clark, former presi-
dent and chairman of the Board of The School of the 
Ozarks, dies at the age of 92.

April, 2001 Judge Kenneth Starr speaks at the Citizen-
ship Forum.

October 4, 2001 Former Secretary of State James Baker,  
III, visits C of O as the keynote speaker at the Com-
munity Convocation.

2002 Shelly Compton becomes C of O’s first Fulbright 
Scholarship recipient.

2002 NPR personality Paul Harvey again features C of O 
in his daily radio program.

October 3, 2002 Former Prime Minister of Israel Benja-
min Netanyahu delivers a speech to the campus and 
community.

April 10, 2003 Senator Robert Dole visits the College to 
speak on character at the Spring Forum.

2003 USA Today features C of O in a story on the impact 
of the NAIA Tournament on the College.

October 7, 2003 Former CIA Director Dr. Robert M. 
Gates speaks on the fight against terrorism at a major 
convocation.

April 26, 2004 The Edith Gittinger Music Center and 
Leonard B. Gittinger Campus Ministries Center are 
dedicated. 

September 16, 2004 The Keeter Center opens for busi-
ness.

September 21, 2004 Duke University Men’s Basketball 
Coach Mike Krzyzewski speaks at a convocation 
jointly sponsored by College of the Ozarks and the 
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics.

November 6, 2004 The family of the late Dr. Joe T. McK-
ibben breaks ground on the cliff of Point Lookout for 
the McKibben Center.

April 14, 2005 General Tommy Franks speaks on “Fam-
ily, Faith, and Flag” at the Spring Forum.

April 15, 2005 General Tommy Franks helps the College 
dedicate The Keeter Center.

April 29, 2005 The College of the Ozarks Keeter Cen-
ter for Character Education links arms with all Taney 
County schools to launch the First PLACE! character 
initiative.

September 2005 College of the Ozarks announces plans 
for the McDonald School of Nursing, to be launched 
in the fall of 2007.

November 10, 2005 NBC Special Correspondent Tom 
Brokaw helps the College honor “The Greatest Gen-
eration.” 

March 2006 The men’s basketball team wins the NAIA 
Division II National Championship. The women’s bas-
ketball team earns the Runner-Up title in the NAIA 
Division II National Championship.
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April 7, 2006 Senator Zell Miller 
speaks on work ethic at the Col-
lege.

2006 Construction of the Pat and 
Willard Walker Animal Science 
facilities begins at the College’s 
Hampshire hog farm. 

September 20, 2006 Student Joshua 
Matlack is listed in The Wall Street 
Journal’s Best of 2006, an honor 
given to sophomore business 
majors who show promise in their 
business classes.

November 2, 2006 The College 
begins its Centennial Celebration.

April 10, 2007 Former U.N. Ambas-
sador John Bolton speaks at the 
Spring Forum.

July 25, 2007 The New York Times 
publishes an extensive feature on 
the College entitled “Fight Song 
at Ozarks: Work Hard & Avoid 
Debt.”

May 13, 2007 A record number of 
graduates (299) receive their diplo-

mas at the Centennial Commence-
ment.

Fall 2007 Renovation of the Pearl 
Rogers Dining Room and the Pat 
and Willard Walker Animal Sci-
ence facilities is completed.

The College launches the Armstrong 
McDonald School of Nursing.

November 3, 2007 The College ends 
its Centennial Celebration.

December 6, 2007 Former White 
House Press Secretary Tony Snow 
speaks on “Overcoming Adver-
sity” at the Gittinger Community 
Convocation.

Pat and Willard Walker Animal Science Facilities
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1923, and about a year later they had a baby girl, Catherine Virginia 
Good. Catherine was a delight to her parents and the entire School fam-
ily. Students were eager to watch Catherine while Mrs. Good taught her 
classes. But a great tragedy occurred when the Goods lost Catherine 
to influenza in 1926. The students, who were like family to the couple, 
grieved with them. 

This particular scene demonstrated that neither hardship nor trag-
edy could dismantle The School of the Ozarks. Although such difficult 
times as the loss of baby Catherine brought sadness to the entire School, 
the resilience of the institution prevailed over every obstacle. The comical 
and sometimes heartbreaking personal stories were woven together to 
create a story of an institution that is a “Miracle in the Ozarks.”

Miracle in the Ozarks—A Celebration	 continued from page  10

By Johanna Greig

College of the Ozarks is taking another step into 
the technological world: campus Internet has 
gone wireless. Wi-Fi, short for wireless fidelity, 

has now been installed. This allows students to use their 
laptop computers wirelessly in dormitory lounges and 
the College Center. 

Wi-Fi service was added at the request of many 
students and administrators who believe that having it 
would offer more convenience for students. “Since stu-
dents are no longer tied to their dorm rooms or computer 
labs schedules, it is easier for them to work on projects 
together,” said Debbie Henderson, director of the C of O 
Computer Center. 

Student Thomas Crank, a junior, said that having 
Wi-Fi access is helpful to him, because he looks up the 
latest news every morning for one of his classes. The fact 
that he can read the news while eating breakfast is espe-

cially helpful. He also looks forward to someday having 
wireless access in the classroom buildings so that he will 
be able to research and maximize his learning experi-
ence where he works and studies.

Charles F. Hughes, the College’s Business Manager, 
was one of the administrators who rallied to bring Wi-Fi 
to campus. According to Hughes, obtaining the service 
is just one of the many steps into the technological age 
for C of O. The College is starting on its second multi–
year strategic plan. The first plan began in 1999, when 
a campus-wide fixed network was created and offered 
hardwired ports for all dormitory rooms.

 In January of 2007, the College’s Campus Computer 
Network Committee (CCNC) met for the first time. The 
CCNC was comprised of ten members, including two 
students, two faculty members, and four administrators. 
Its goal was “to develop a comprehensive strategic plan 
for the College’s computer network, including all aca-
demic, administrative, and student affairs applications, 
as well as ancillary and infrastructure issues.” The over-
all intention behind acquiring Wi-Fi, Hughes said, was 
“to increase the quality of students’ academic opportuni-
ties and also to provide a better academic working envi-
ronment for faculty, rather than just increasing e-mail 
and Internet access.” 

For now, students have access to Wi-Fi in the Good 
Center and all of the main lounges within each residence 
hall. In the next three years, the service will expand to all 
residence hall rooms (including McDonald Fire Depart-
ment), Lyons Memorial Library, and some classroom 
buildings, such as the Youngman Agricultural Center 
and the Keeter Gymnasium. 

With such helpful technological advances on cam-
pus, the College is continually reaching its goal of 
“providing deserving students with a quality christian 
education” while helping them become familiar with the 
latest technology.

Technology Update
Wi-Fi Comes to C of O

Lee Berhorst, Narrator, points to the “pro-
spective teacher.”

Thomas Crank and Kalyn Girdley utilize the Wi-Fi ser-
vice in Good Center.
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September MemoriaL Scrolls
Don Bailey from Mr. & Mrs. Mark Orr
Jewel Barnes from Mr. & Mrs. Joe C. 
Griffin
JIMMY COGGINS FROM Mr. & Mrs. 
CONRAD MARTIN
Allen Crawford from Dr. George Kiser
Jesse D. and Letha R. Dunn from Mr. 
& Mrs. Ray W. Dunn
JoAnn Largen from Mr. & Mrs. Victor 
Riffel, III
Edith (Campbell) McDonald from Mr. 
& Mrs. Kenneth J. McDonald
Robert D. Newman from Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert J. Magee, Mr. & Mrs. W. Todd 
Dyer, Mr. & Mrs. Don Wesselschmidt, 
Meara, King, and Company, Mr. & Mrs. 
B. Howard Kemper, Mr. & Mrs. John 
C. Panek, Mr. & Mrs. Norman E. Stew-
art, Mr. & Mrs. Ken Ornes, Mr. & Mrs.  
William E. Fritz, W-K Chevrolet-Buick-
Pontiac-Cadillac, PDCA KC Chapter; Mr. 
& Mrs. Ed Baker, Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. 
Long, Mr. & Mrs. Rick Chasteen, and Ms. 
Berneice M. Trembly
Juanita Pemberton from Ms. Bev  
Heckman
Glen Phillips from Dr. and Mrs. Howell 
Keeter
Aaron Patrick Powell from Mrs. R. J. 
Powell
Bruce Douglas Powell from Mrs. R. J. 
Powell
J. C. Redmon from Mrs. Hazel Redmon
EDDIE ROSAMOND FROM Mr. & Mrs. 
CONRAD MARTIN
Geneva Runer from Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 
Myer, Ms. Pat Tolbert, Ms. Roberta Hall, 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Merhege
O. P. Simoneaux from Mrs. Margaret A. 
Simoneaux
DR. GUY T. VISE, SR. FROM Mr. & 
Mrs. CONRAD MARTIN
DR. W. MICHAEL VISE FROM Mr. & 
Mrs. CONRAD MARTIN

September Honor Scrolls
Dr. Carl Johnson from Mr. & Mrs. 
Francis C. Rockey
Rev. Don Johnson from Mr. & Mrs. 
Francis C. Rockey
Dr. Roy Johnson from Mr. & Mrs.  
Francis C. Rockey

October Memorial Scrolls
DORIS ALMEN FROM DR. & MRS. 
ROBERT R. ANDERSON

Ruth Anderson from Dr. and Mrs.  
Howell Keeter
Mildred Breedlove from Colonel and 
Mrs. Harry J. Zink, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
H. Hale, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Geise, and Mr. 
& Mrs. Jim Free
Joe Brinell from Robert and Johnna 
Welch
Bill Cameron from Mr. R. L. Bartley, 
Jr.
Tina Cantu from Mrs. Mary F. Davis
Frances Curtis from Debbie Johns
James Fortune from Mr. & Mrs. Al 
Martin
Warren Gullett from Fern B. Gullett 
Jackie Hartman from Dr. and Mrs. Roy 
Holand, Mr. & Mrs. Chet Dixon, Vine 
Street Gospel Chapel, Steven R. Sourbier 
and Debbie Kress, Mrs. Oneeta Stimson, 
Ms. Marie A. Powers, Mr. & Mrs. James 
C. Barnett, Mr. & Mrs. Terry Van Oort, 
Dr. and Mrs. Courtney Furman, Dr. and 
Mrs. Bruce Gerlach, Dr. and Mrs. Donn 
Russell, Ms. Dolores Van Oort, and Ms. 
Claudia M. Cabrejos-Ramos
Archie Faulk Heard from Mr. & Mrs. F. 
Russell Zartler
Coral Crandall Hodde from Mrs.  
Kathlyn Flaten
Nellie (Sims) McBryde from Mrs. Ben 
Williams
Edith (Campbell) McDonald from Mr. 
& Mrs. Tim O’Brien
HENRY AND PEARL NELSON FROM 
Mr. & Mrs. GEORGE R. SHANNON
Robert D. Newman from Mr. & Mrs. 
Doug Warden and Mr. & Mrs. Donald F. 
Brittingham
Marvin and Judy Oetting from Robert 
and Johnna Welch
EDGAR AND HAZEL SHAN-
NON FROM Mr. & Mrs. GEORGE R.  
SHANNON
Bill Todd from Dr. and Mrs. Howell 
Keeter
Bonnie Turner from Ms. Pam Handling, 
Mr. & Mrs. Lon Bechtold, Mr. & Mrs.  
Gilbert H. Holz, Mr. & Mrs. Gary Dan-
iel, Mr. & Mrs. L. J. Malcolm, Mr. & Mrs. 
Don Slycord, MR. WILLIAM TURNER, 
Blue Eye United Methodist Church, Mr. 
& Mrs. Brett Pearcy, Tracy Fugitt, Mr. & 
Mrs. Wayne Stickler, Mr. & Mrs. Donald 
Samford, Mr. & Mrs. Merle R. Slycord, Jr., 
Mr. & Mrs. Homer Piatt, Mr. & Mrs. Mike 
Kossmann, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Krambeck, 
Howard Foote and Athanett Gentry, Mr. 
& Mrs. Ted Frye, Ms. Barb Meier, Mr. & 

Mrs. Jeff Miller, Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Brad-
ley, Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Crisp, Mr. & Mrs.  
Thomas Holland, Mr. & Mrs. Steve Pokor-
ski, Ms. Barbara Clifton, Mr. & Mrs. Rich-
ard Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd West, Ms. 
Sue Cox, Mr. Floyd Waterman, Mr. & Mrs. 
Thomas Zook, Mr. & Mrs. Leo Moyers, 
Ms. Carolyn Maxwell, Mr. & Mrs. Mike 
Mcgill, Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Nelson, Mr. & 
Mrs. Phillip Bangert, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald 
Curbow, and Ms. Candace McCabe
Edgar B. Vandiver, Jr. from Mr. & Mrs. 
Dewey A. Baker
Jim Ward from Dr. and Mrs. Howell 
Keeter
Jerry and Pat Watson from Robert and 
Johnna Welch
Franklin Leroy Yarbrough from Mr. & 
Mrs. Wayne B. Bumgarner

October Honor Scrolls
Ruth Naucke Hagen from Mr. & Mrs. 
Rodney Naucke 
Hayden and Sue Head from Ms. Lynda 
L. Wexler
Ginger Kyle from Mr. & Mrs. B. R.  
Taylor

November Memorial Scrolls
Mark Godbold from Mrs. Dorothy 
Miley
Marietta Kemper Holland from Mrs. 
Kathleen H. Rutten
Audrey Kisel from Ms. Mildred M. 
Kelemetz
JAMES E. KUNKLER FROM DR. AND 
MRS. STEPHEN SMITH
Mabel Lamport from Mr. Dennis R. 
Lamport
Felmon Miller from Mrs. Marjorie  
Miller
George W. Powell from Mrs. Joan  
Coleman Powell
Eloise Reeder from Mr. Walter F.  
Reeder, Jr. 
Wayne Sprague from Mrs. Maxine M. 
Sprague
Thomas W. Staley from Mrs. Nancy S. 
Laubach
Denver M. Wright from Mr. & Mrs. 
Edwin L. Harper

November Honor Scrolls
Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Foxworthy from 
Mr. & Mrs. W. G. Williams

names in capital letters 
represent gifts of $1,000 or 
more.

Memorial Gifts
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By Amanda Manuel

The College of the Ozarks 
Handbell Choir and Chorale 
traveled to Prague, The Czech 

Republic, and Austria for the 2007 
Christmas Advent tour November 
13-23. The purpose of the trip was 
to share American music traditions 
with singers from other countries and 
to experience their culturally unique 
music. 

Students performed at a school 
in Prague, a nursing home in Vienna, 
and churches including the renowned 
St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna. 

Michelle Carpenter, a junior in 
the chorale, said their performance 
at St. Salvador Church in Prague 
ministered to the congregation. “Sev-
eral members of the congregation 
approached us, some with tears in 
their eyes, and tried in broken Eng-
lish or simply by facial expressions to 
explain how God touched their lives 
through the music,” said Carpenter.

More than life-long memories, 
the performances captured the spirit 
of traditional American music. Lynda 
Jesse, chorale director, said, “The cho-
rale and handbell students did an 

excellent job in portraying the essence 
and spirit of the music. You can tell 
by looking into someone’s eyes if they 
are sincere in their comments follow-
ing the performance.”

Marilyn Droke conducted the 
handbell choir, and Margaret Erick-
son musically accompanied the cho-
rale.

Advent Tour Takes College of the Ozarks 
Handbell Choir and Chorale Across Europe

Would you like to 
receive the Ozark 
Visitor by way of 

e-mail rather than regular 
print? Please let us know 
by sending an e-mail mes-
sage to development@cofo.
edu requesting so. We hope 
sending this newsletter by 
e-mail will be more conve-
nient for you and more cost 
effective for us.

Please know that your 
e-mail address will NOT 
be distributed to others, 
and the Ozark Visitor will 
be the only electronic cor-
respondence you’ll receive 
from College of the Ozarks.


